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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W' Il call this spring
neeting of the Southcentral Regional Subsistence Advisory
Regi onal Council back in session. And we're on the
proposals and, in fact, we're alnost finished with
proposals. And when we finish the proposals, if the coffee
machine is done we'll take a break and get a cup of coffee.
| notice that there's some fry bread back there and a can
back there for donations so you can have sone fry bread
wi th your coffee.

And with that we're going to go onto
Proposal 41. And Proposal 41 takes place in Unit 12 which
is out of our unit. George, | see you're ready to go.
What's the consensus of the rest of the Council, is this
sonet hing that we need to take action on or is this -- 1'l1
| et George introduce to us, nmaybe he coul d expl ai n whet her
we need to take action or whether we should | eave this up
to Eastern Interior.

MR SHERROD: Mentasta Lake has C&T for
noose in the portion of Unit 12 that this proposa
addresses and that's why it's before you this norning.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. So Mentasta Lake
has -- but it's in Eastern Interior's area?

MR, SHERROD: Correct.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: What is the coments by

the rest of the Council, should we take this one up or
should we -- okay, we will listen to it and we will take it
up.

MR SHERROD: Ckay. Proposal 41 was
submtted by the Eastern Interior Regional Council and
requests that the nobose season in a portion of 12 be
nodified to elimnate the antler restrictions and reduce
the total nunber of harvest days by 13 percent. This
proposal is in response to changes nmade by the Al aska Board
of Gane in March of 2000.

On Pages 194 and 195 are two different
maps. Both State and Federal regul ations divide the area
into three distinct hunting areas, however, the hunt areas
are not the same. The area addressed in this proposal, if
you | ook at the second map -- no, excuse nme, the first map,
t he Federal subsistence hunt area is basically that area
listed as hunt area one and it's north of the Pickerel Lake
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Wnter Trial and includes the Tetlin National Wldlife

Ref uge. The proposal does not address that area south or
that area to the west in the lower end of Unit 12. And of
course, the area to the northwest of Unit 12 has no Federal
public lands and this proposal does not address that area.

In their March neeting, the Board of Gane
reduced the antler restriction or renoved the spike-fork
antler season for the entirety of Unit 12. This proposal
woul d reduce the spike-for antler season in the portion of
Unit 12 that | just described above. As | said, the reason
that this proposal is before you is that in that portion of
the area, individuals from Mentasta Lake as well as Unit
12, Dot Lake and Heal ey Lake have a positive custonmary and
traditional use determnation for noose. This area is
under consi derable hunting pressure. The Board of Gane has
changed, this is the State Board of Gane, has changed the
Unit 12 noose hunting regulations six times from 1989 so
it's constantly under flux. |In the past few years the
Federal program has al so adjusted the hunting regul ati ons
inthis area to basically adopt the nore |iberal seasons
that the State has put into place. However, at this point
intime due to the status of the resource, the State saw it
necessary to reduce the harvest, particularly the harvest
of the younger bull segment of the population which is
under considerable stress. Since 1997, the calf and
yearling bull recruitnent has declined. |In the Northway
Flats area, which was a large area within the area
addressed by this Federal proposal, noose densities are as
| ow as .03 noose per square mle so there are not a | ot of
noose in the area.

The current managenent objectives for Unit
12 are to maintain a mnimal bull/cowratio of 40 to 100
east of the Nabesna River and a m ninum of 20 bulls per 100
in the remainder of the unit. The renmainder of the unit
bei ng the portion addressed in this proposal. |In those
areas that are easily accessible at this point in tine by
road systens and so on for hunters, the cowbull ratio is
slightly above the target m nimum of 20 bulls per 100 cows.

Since the inception of the spike-fork
season in 1995 and this is based on State records for the
entire unit, only four to five animals have been taken

during this specific season. Inportant in this context is
no ani mal s have been taken on Federal |ands so even though
in 1996, | believe it was, we inplenmented a spike-fork

early season, no subsistence hunter has reported taking an
ani mal during this season.
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The effects of the proposal, the
elimnation of the spike-fork four day season or four day
reduction in the any bull season will provide sone relief
for the small bull conponent of the population which is
stable to declining. However, the relief to the spike-fork
conponent population will be minimal as only four to five
animal s are taken during the year under this season.

The prelimnary conclusion is to support
t he proposal and adopt the new season as highlighted there
on the bottom of page, the shaded in area. The
justification for adopting this is the npbose population in
the portion of Unit 12 addressed in this proposal is
experienci ng expandi ng hunting pressure. Recent actions by
the Board of Game have reduced hunting opportunities for
non- Federal |y qualified hunters in all of Unit 12 and
actually nore restrictions than are proposed in this
proposal. The Board of Ganme action in conjunction with
adopting this proposal should have a positive effect on
Unit 12 noose popul ation. Wiile there may be short-term
reductions in noose harvest, Federally qualified noose
hunters shoul d benefit fromthe conservation of a healthy
noose popul ation in the long-term

That's the end of the analysis.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: CGeorge, could we go back
to the maps agai n?

MR SHERROD: Certainly.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Did you say that
the State changed the season in all of Unit 127

MR SHERRCD: Al of Unit 12.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But the portion that we're
dealing with here is not the Wangell-St. Elias Nationa
Preserve but is the Tetlin National WIdlife Refuge?

MR SHERROD: Correct. W're not -- this
proposal does not request a change in the regulations for
the Wangell-St. Elias National Park and Preserve,
including that little section which is over by Nabesna, a
little to the west of Nabesna, the three Federal hunt
areas. Only one of the three Federal hunt areas is
affected, and that's the Tetlin National WIdlife Refuge.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: So it's the Tetlin
National WIldlife Refuge and that portion of the Preserve
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north of the Wnter Trail.

MR SHERROD: Ckay. And then that little
chunk of trail, that little chunk that's in the northeast
corner right there, above the Pickerel Lake Wnter Trail?

MR SHERROD:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN LCOHSE: How about those ot her
squares of land that are the sane color as Tetlin Nationa
Wldlife Refuge that are sprinkled around Northway up
there, are they.....

MR SHERROD: Those are affected.
CHAl RMVAN LOHSE: Those are aff ect ed.

MR, SHERROD: Wth the assunption of fish,
we now effectively nmanage for gane as well, the areas
within the outer perineters of the conservation unit. So
those little pieces, including the checked pieces that are
basically private | ands are affected by Federal nanagenent.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Does that |and that's got
the cross-hatch that says Federal Hunt Area No. 1, is that
part of it, too?

MR SHERROD: That's it. Federal Hunt Area
No. 1 is the area.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, so it includes that
plus all of the Tetlin National WIdlife Refuge | and?

MR SHERROD: Right.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. And it goes all --

| can see now -- now that | can see, | can see that --
the.....

MR. SHERROD: These maps are hard to see, |
know.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  ..... cross- hat chi ng does
go down to the Pickerel Lake Wnter Trail so, okay. And it
| ooks alnost -- on the nmap that |'ve got, that that part of
Tetlin National WIldlife Refuge that's west of the Pickerel
Lake Wnter Trail is left out, like that |ine cones down

through the Tetlin National WIldlife Refuge. The entire
Tetlin National WIldlife Refuge init?



MR SHERROD: It should be -- all of the

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Ckay, all of it's init.

MR SHERRCD: ..... iswthinthe -- and |
was just corrected that we do not have nanagenent over the
private lands within the outer perineter.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: kay.
MR JENNINGS: For wildlife, M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Wat?

MR JENNINGS: It's only within the
exterior boundaries of the conservation unit for fisheries
nmanagenent .

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

MR. JENNINGS: For the wildlife program
the wildlife programis Iimted to Federal |ands only, so
there's that distinction.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. But basically what
we're |l ooking at then is that chunk of land that's got
Federal Hunt Area No. 1 lines on it?

MR SHERRCD: That's it.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Over on that corner over
there. Could you summari ze agai n what the changes woul d be
with this proposal ?

MR SHERROD: Ckay. |If you | ook on Page
197.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

MR SHERROD: If you look it says Unit 12,
that portion within the Tetlin Refuge.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR SHERROD: That basically is the sane as
the highlighted area in the end except that we' ve renoved
the spike-fork antler requirenment, that that was the only
ani mal that could be taken August 15th to the 28th. And we
have pushed the season back approximately nine days. So if
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you |l ook at the first season instead of being 15 to 28,

whi ch was the spi ke-fork season we now start on the 24th to
go to 28 and it's any bull. W've pushed the Septenber
season back seven days and added two days at the end and
this is to match, basically the action that the State did
and we still have the Novenber 20 to Novenber 30 season
which is a season the State does not.

The easy way to conpare where we're at or
what we're proposing to be at and where the State is at, is
if you ook at the bottom of Page 196, that is the new

State regulation and the top hunt area is -- no, it's a
second hunt area that basically -- no, excuse ne, 1'Il get
this, it's really confusing. It's the last area, Unit 12

remai nder is the State area that corresponds with the first
area in the Federal season. So their season now i s August
24th to 28, the sane as our first season, Septenber 8th to
17th, the same as the second season and then they |ack the
Novenber season.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  And both of those are one
bul | ?

MR SHERROD: Yes. \Were previously the
first season was spi ke-fork only.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: kay.
MR JOHN:  Yeah.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Fred.

MR ELVSAAS. About how many hunters are
out there during that early hunt?

MR SHERROD: |'m not sure how many hunters
were out there in the early hunt. In "96 for all of Unit
12, there was 124 hunters and 24 percent were successful.
In -- let's see if | can find, in '98, there were 493

hunters reported taking noose in Unit 12 and that summary
is found at the bottom of Page 199. There were

approxi mately 1,500 noose taken -- reported taken between
"83 and '89 of those 648, or 42 percent were taken by
hunters with positive customary and traditional use
determnations for Unit 12.

There is a -- with the reduction in noose
popul ations in Unit 13, nore restrictive State seasons, we
are seeing sone displacenent of npbose hunters from
Sout hcentral into that portion of Unit 12.
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MR ELVSAAS. W're proposing to cut how
many days off that first season, six days?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: N ne.
MR ELVSAAS: N ne?

MR SHERROD: Overall, we're going to
elimnate four days off of the entire hunting period
bet ween the three seasons, which will have -- which could
potentially have some inpact on subsistence users. The
elimnation of the spike-fork only provision though wll
afford them sonme greater opportunity in the earlier
portions of the hunt and given that there are no reported
spi ke-fork animals ever taken by subsistence hunters, it
shoul dn't have -- it should have a positive aspect in that
conponent, renoving the antler restriction letting them
take any aninmal, but we are shortening the season by four
days.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  Geor ge.

MR SHERROD: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: MW math doesn't say four
days. I'mtrying to figure that out. Because we |ose nine
days on the first one and seven days on the second one.

MR SHERROD: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LCOHSE: That cones out to 16.

MR SHERROD: Well you add two days onto
t he second one.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You add two days on?

MR SHERROD: Well, no, you add it on the
end, see it's Septenber 17th as opposed to the 15th.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. | nean the first
-- okay, you're.....

MR SHERROD: Well, you're right it's nore
than nine days. W had two days there.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Yeah, | nmean if you take
away seven and you add two, you | ose five.

MR SHERRCD: Right.
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1 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And | come up with 14.

2

3 MR SHERRCD:. 14.

4

5 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So you just m ssed the

6 one.

7

8 MR. SHERROD: That's right, there's a one
9 mssing there, it's 14.

10

11 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. So basically two
12 weeks?

13

14 MR SHERROD: Right.

15

16 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, | see one positive
17 thing by noving it closer to Septenber 20th you get a

18 better chance to get noving noose. | think the rut m ght
19 start a little earlier up there anyhow.

20

21 Has the Eastern Interior nade

22 recomendati ons on this one yet?

23

24 MR. SHERROD: Yes, this is their proposal.
25

26 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: This is their proposal ?
27

28 MR SHERROD: And they noved to support it.
29

30 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, okay. And Staff

31 analysis is to support it also, right?

32

33 MR SHERROD: That's correct.

34

35 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Ckay, with that do we have
36 any ADF&G comment s?

37

38 M5. WLKINSON: Yes. The ADF&G said that

39 they support the adoption of this proposal because it would
40 align State and Federal noose seasons in the portion of
41 Unit 12 and reduce confusi on anong hunters.

42

43 CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. Do we have any
44 witten coments?

45

46 M5. WLKINSON: Yes. The Wangell-St.

47 Elias National Park Subsistence Resource Comn ssion
48 supports this proposal based on conservation concerns.

50 The Upper Tanana Fortym |l e Fish and Gane
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Advi sory Committee supports Proposal 41 with an anendnent
as follows: They reconmmend, amend to include Federal | ands
in 20(E), south of the Yukon-Charlie Preserve. The
Conmittee states that if this change is not nmade, there
will be lands with different seasons and it will be a

ni ght mare for enforcenent.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: And that's all of the
witten coments?

M5. WLKINSON: And that's the end of the
comments, right.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Gkay. And we have no
public oral comrents, slips turned in for this one. So now
it's up to the Council. Do we wish to put a notion on the
table to adopt this, oppose it, support Eastern Interior,
what ?

MR JOHN: | nake a notion that we support
the Eastern Interior Regional Council.

MR DEMENTI: Second.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  It's been noved and
seconded that we support Eastern Interior in this proposal
Any discussion. It's interesting that Eastern Interior has
put forth a notion that takes two weeks off of their season
so they nust think it's justified. So with that, if
there's no further discussion.....

MR, DEMENTI: Question.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The question's been call ed
for. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

IN UNI SON: Aye.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Al opposed signify by
sayi ng nay.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Mdtion carries. kay,
with that, the coffee nmachine quit perking.

M5. WLKINSON: The light's not on

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The light's not on yet?
Oh, it's got to be done if it quit making noi se, maybe the
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i ght doesn't cone on.
(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  That finishes our wildlife
proposals that we had before us. At this point in tinme we
would like to open the floor to proposals to change Federa
Subsi stence Regul ations for fisheries if anybody has any
that they would like to bring forward.

(Pause)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Don't everybody speak at
once. This is open floor, right?

M5. WLKINSON: Eric wants to talk on this
Now.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Oh, you want to talk on
this right now?

MR VEACH. Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, that sounds good,
okay. Maybe by the tine you' re done the coffee will be

ready.

(Laught er)

MR VEACH I'mgoing to do ny best to be
brief. M. Chairman, Eric Veach, Wangell-St. Elias
National Park. | handed out a packet this norning that has

ei ght proposals that the Wangell-St. Elias SRC and
National Park staff intend to submt to the Federa

Subsi stence Board for fishery regulations and these are
just drafts at this point. There's no need for you to take
any action on themand | just wanted to present them as

ki nd of a heads-up but also if the Council would like to
co-sponsor any of these, we haven't sent themin yet so
there's still an opportunity to do that. And if you have
feedback on them you have real serious concerns with them
there's still tinme, | think, for the SRC to naybe convene
via conference call or sonething and consider that input.

So with that, I'Il just start with our
first proposal. This one's kind of just a housekeepi ng one
tied to the definition of rainbow trout and steel head.

Ri ght now both rai nbow trout and steel head are used in the
regul ati ons and they' re not al ways used simultaneously but
the species is the sane. They' re both one species and it's
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really just referring to the two different life histories,

| believe that the species exhibit -- where rai nbow trout
tend to not go to the ocean versus steel head are the
anadgernmous form of rainbow trout. So what we're proposing
is that within the regul ations, rainbow -- instead of using
rai nbow or steel head trout, we would use rai nbow st eel head
trout in all references to the species.

And what this would also do is there's also
references to freshwater fish which may or may not i nclude
the resident |ife formof rainbow trout, and so this would
clear that up as well so that when you refer to rai nbow or
steel head trout, you would list that as rai nbow or
st eel head trout.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. FEric, let ne ask
you some questions on this

MR VEACH  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: I n other words, any place
that the regulations refer to rainbows, it's going to be
rai nbow st eel head and any place that's going to be
referring to steelhead it will be rai nbow steel head?

MR VEACH: Correct.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And yet in a way we manage
the two of themdifferently because of stocking prograns
and things |ike that for, you know, |and-lock |akes that we
stock rainbow trout in

MR VEACH That's correct.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So you know, you can't
have -- you wouldn't want to apply the sane bag imts and
seasons to steel head as you woul d apply to rai nbows that
are in part of the stocking program Let's say the | akes
that they stock at Chitina, for exanple.....

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  ..... where they have their
stock as a put and take fish, they're basically fairly
liberal bag limts, no size restrictions and things |ike
that. So if you nake it generic, rainbow steel head
classification, then how would you differentiate in
regul ations the fact that steel head need to be either
rel eased or only one over so many inches kept and rai nbow
trout can have a 10 a day bag limt, no size limt?
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MR VEACH | think the way that you woul d
want to deal with that would be specific to those waters so
you woul d still set a regulation for the species specific

to that water. But the problemis with the enforcenent,
you know, if you catch a fish that appears to be a

steel head or a rainbow trout, let's say 20 inches in a
fishwheel, it's really difficult to tell what that is

wi t hout taking a scal e sanple and | ooki ng under a

m croscope to see if that fish has spent any tinme in

saltwater. And so | would think, you know, like in a case,
say if you're dealing with the Copper River you woul d want
to still set a regulation specific for that water and that

regul ation mght be different than say.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Set regul ations for bodies
of water and basically it doesn't matter whether they're
rai nbow or steel head, you can't use that for an excuse to

have one or the other?

MR VEACH  Yeah, right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR. VEACH  Any ot her questions on Proposa
1?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR VEACH Then I'Il roll into Proposal 2.
This one that's actually just submtted by Park Service
staff. | didn't get a chance to run this one in front of

the Wangell-St. Elias SRC. Essentially the regul ations
ri ght now prohibit the use of Iive non-indigenous fish for
bait and non-indigenous isn't really defined, non-

i ndi genous to nme woul d nean non-Native. So does that nean
non-Native to, say a particular |ake that you re fishing
in, a particular water shed in the state, nmaybe a
particular region within the state, it's not defined. And
| guess our feeling is there may be a few places in the
state, this would be a statew de regul ation, and there may
be a few places in the state where live fish are used as
bait and in those cases it would make sense to make an
exception. But in general, it mght nmake nore sense to
just prohibit the use of live fish for bait and that's
sonet hing that you m ght be nuch nore famliar with than
am but | guess I'mnot famliar with a w despread use of
actually live fish for bait, now, this would be different
fromdead fish used for bait.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  Unh-huh. | don't think it's
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a Wi despread thing but | just discussed it with sonebody
| ast night, of all the subjects to come up, you know. |
know that -- of course, that wouldn't apply to saltwater?

MR VEACH Right.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: There isn't nuch use of
live bait in Alaska. [It'd probably be a good thing to stop
it before it becones w despread sinply because it is a way
to transfer diseases to genetic fish stocks from one place
to the other. W' ve already got the problemw th Northern
Pi ke being released into the Susitnal/Kenai area.

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They probably weren't
rel eased as bait fish. | do know a few people that do use
live bait for |ake trout.

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And they are using fish
that are local to the area but whether -- but since the
fish didn't cone out of that |ake particularly they could
have different genetic nake up and everything el se.

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | coul d support this one
as much as sone people that | just talked to would say, oh
no, we were just thinking of doing that, you know, | could
see where the problemw th that could cone. | don't think
it's -- 1 don't think, and | definitely don't think it's
part of the practices of the Native people in the state of
Al aska to use live bait, but with their proversion to even
catch and rel ease, the idea of putting a live fish on a
hook and putting it down there probably isn't sonething
that you' ve ever heard of anybody doi ng, have you, Fred,
using live fish for bait?

MR ELVSAAS: Un- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR ELVSAAS: W don't call it bait.
(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah, but when you're
fishing out on the ocean and, you know, you catch a fish
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that big, it's bait for fish.....
(Laught er)
MR ELVSAAS. Poor little trout.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. Now, that would --
that basically wouldn't apply in ocean waters, would that?

MR VEACH Right. That was definitely our
intent, we may need to kind of read the regul ati ons and
make sure -- but, yeah, that's ny understanding. That was
definitely our intent that it wouldn't apply in saltwater.

Vell, with that I'lIl nove into our third
proposal. This one, | think, is kind of a no-brainer, it's
one that's kind of just come up in discussions before. The
current regulations for the Copper R ver, if you catch a
steel head in a dipnet, that's considered an incidental
catch in a net fishery and so you can keep a steel head
that's caught in a dipnet even though, typically if you
rel ease that fish it would be Iive and healthy and coul d
conti nue upstreamto spawn. But if you catch a steel head
in a fishwheel, that's not legal. And so even if you find
the steel head dead in the fishwheel, you' re required to
toss the dead fish back over the side into the river.

And what our proposal would be would be to
reverse that. That if you catch a steelhead in a
fi shwheel, so you find a dead steel head in a fishwheel
it'd be legal to go ahead and keep that and if you catch a
steelhead in a -- live and healthy in a dipnet, go ahead
and rel ease that steel head.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR VEACH ..... because there is a little
bit of a concern for the steel head popul ati on on the Copper
River. Wat we think this would do is it probably woul dn't
-- it would probably actually decrease the harvest of
st eel head sonewhat or biologically, you know, sonme of those
fish that may not be harvested in the wheel now. | believe
what happens i s nost people go ahead and keep those fish
even though it's not legal to keep them But certainly
there's no biological benefit to rel ease a dead fish back
into the water as far as the spawni ng popul ati on of
steel head goes. So we think that, at a m ninmum woul d have
no i npact to steel head on the Copper River and it m ght
actually increase the steel head escapenent slightly.
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CHAl RVAN LCHSE: Wl |, the fact that there
are no live boxes on any of the fishwheels that | know of,
it doesn't nake sense to put a steel head back in the river
that have been into a fishwheel.

MR VEACH Right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Unl ess the person woul d
happen to be there when it happened and wanted to. But a
dead fish is a food fish.

MR VEACH  Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But | never thought of the
di pnet fishery being able to release them So basically it
woul d be the reverse of it?

MR VEACH  Exactly.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So the dipnet fishery
woul d rel ease their fish and the fishwheel people could
keep their fish?

MR VEACH:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any comments from any of
t he other Council nenbers?

MR ELVSAAS. Do you have any idea how nmany
fish are taken by dipnetters of steel head?

MR VEACH | don't. That information
woul d be avail able, but.....

MR ELVSAAS: Mre than 50 or.....

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ch, no, no, it's not that
hi gh?

MR VEACH  Yeah, it's very | ow
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It's very, very |low.

MR ELVSAAS. So it's not sonething that's
really going to danage the take?

MR VEACH  No.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It's not going to damage
the dipnetters take, it's -- there just aren't that many
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steel head in the system

MR. VEACH Right. And the Sate doesn't
actual |l y recogni ze steel head as a subsi stence speci es at
all but the Federal program does.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: In the State systemthey
have to rel ease them autonmatically.

MR VEACH | think the State has kind of
the same glitch init, that if you catch incidentally in

net fishery, that's a statewi de regulation and that is --
you woul d be allowed to keep those fish in a State fishery.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Because it's a net
fishery?

MR. VEACH Right. Even though the State
doesn't recogni ze steel head as a subsi stence speci es.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, no comments, let's
go onto the next one.

MR VEACH  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Oh, | have a conment right
behi nd you -- Ida.

M5. HI LDEBRAND: It's just a sinple one.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Sorry, | can't see that
far with ny glasses on, I'll take ny gl asses back off.

M5. H LDEBRAND: Thank you, M. Chairnan
Ida Hildebrand, BIA Staff Conmttee nmenber. Just probably
a typo or an edit, under nunber two, one, just to be
consistent with your first proposal, it says steel head are
retai ned and you m ght want to add rai nbow st eel head.

MR VEACH  That's a good point.
(Laught er)

M5. H LDEBRAND: And when you get to the
next proposal | have nore serious coments.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Then just stay sitting
there. kay, go ahead.

MR VEACH  Qur fourth proposal would all ow
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-- currently the regulations allow for subsistence fishers
to only obtain one permt and basically you' re only all owed
to retain one Copper River subsistence -- you're only
al l owed to obtain one subsistence fishing permit. So if
you obtain a subsistence fishing permt for the Batzul netas
fishery, then you wouldn't be able to obtain a subsistence
fishing permt for the dennallen subdistrict or for that
matter, the State Chitina dipnet fishery.

So what this proposal would provide for
woul d al l ow fol ks that fish in the Batzul netas fishery to
al so obtain a permt to fish in the dennallen subdistrict.
And | guess the reason that we brought this one forward is
just that there may occasionally be years when fish don't
make it back to Tanada Creek and in a case |like that, folks
that have Batzul netas permts wouldn't have any way to
obtain fish fromthe dennallen subdistrict and this woul d
give themthe option to fish both districts and just kind
of increase their fishing opportunity and also allow them

to catch fish a little bit earlier in the season before
they get to Tanada Creek.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Wwell, now, why woul d you
just make it the dennallen subdistrict when the -- you
know, the villages that have -- that are going to be
fishing at Batzulnetas, we'll just give them C&T in the
Chitina subdistrict also?

MR VEACH Well, the reason that we put
that forward in this proposal is because there currently
isn't a Federal season for the Chitina subdistrict.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, okay.

MR. VEACH  But when there -- you know, |
assune eventually we will have a season for the Chitina
subdistrict and if, and when that happens then | think that
woul d make a | ot of sense.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, then why not wit it
ina formthat just basically, instead of specifically
speci fying the Upper Copper River district, just specify,
you know, other Copper River subsistence fisheries?

MR. VEACH.  Uh-huh, that's a good point.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: O sonething |ike that,
and then you don't have to cone back and revisit it again.

MR. VEACH  Uh-huh, yeah, | think that's a
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good poi nt.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | spoke out of turn, uh?
MR. CGERHARD: This is Bob Gerhard, National
Park Service. The Upper Copper River district is the
G ennall en and the Chitina subdistricts.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, okay.
MR JOHN:.  Yeah.
MR CERHARD: So it is covered for both.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: |t covers both of those

t hen?

MR GERHARD: It covers both areas.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. GCkay, thank you.

MR VEACH. And I mght just nention, too,
simlarly, I was a little caught off guard there, is our --
we did -- we have another proposal in here that woul d

establish a season and permt for the Chitina subdistrict
and originally we suggested just making one permt for the
entire Upper Copper River district. But then after talking
to the SRC, there's good reasons to keep those permts
separate and | didn't really necessarily bring that

anal ysis back in here. So we do have that in here but |
think that it would be good to nmake that really clear.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So basically what this
would do is allowthemto hold two permts, one for
Bat zul netas and one for the Upper Copper River district?

2

VEACH. Right.

MR JOHN. Does Batzulnetas -- we fish in
the creek there.....

MR VEACH  Unh- huh

MR JOHN.  ..... and whatever.....

MR VEACH Yeah

MR JOHN. ..... and then on the Copper
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MR VEACH Right. Wll, and actually with
the one permt you will be able to fish in the creek and
operate a fishwheel in the Copper River around the nouth of
Tanada Creek, but not down streamof the nouth of the Sl ana
Ri ver.

MR JOHN: So that is a distinct
fishing.....

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

MR JOHN. ..... different fromthe Upper
Copper River?

MR. VEACH  Yeah, exactly. Yeah, the Upper
Copper River district ends at the nouth of the Slana R ver.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Do you have conments on
it, lda?

M5. H LDEBRAND: Yes, M. Chairman. I|da
H | debrand, BIA Staff Committee nenber. On Page 13 under
nunber 5, the second paragraph, that wording concerns ne a
little because in the Batzul netas fishery, it's basically
Kati e John and her descendants that own the |and and are
eligible to fish there. And the way this wording is, it
sounds as though other people can get those permts and |
think.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: R ght.

M5. H LDEBRAND. ..... that needs to be
clarified. And perhaps just by striking district would not
-- and striking necessarily, not be able to obtain the
permt and strike the last |line that says; and perm ssion
woul d have to be obtained fromthe owners. Because with
the language as it's witten it sounds as though ot her
peopl e are given permts to trespass on this |and.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So in other words what you
woul d suggest is just to say, to qualify they would have to
be residents of Mentasta Lake, Dot Lake or hold a 1344
permt issued by the National Park Service, additionally
t he Bat zul netas fishery occurs on private | ands.

MB. HI LDEBRAND: Ri ght.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And just stop right there.
M5. HI LDEBRAND: So in other words,
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woul dn't assune that if | lived in the area |'d have a
right to apply for one of those permts.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. Now, the question
that | have, isn't Batzul netas al so used for a canp, don't
you have a summer canp or a culture canp there?

MR JOHN: Culture canp.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: And see that's what | was
wondering, if this then allows the people who are taking
part in that canp, you know, the way it was witten before,
t hey woul d have pernmission to be there and so the young
peopl e that are taking part in that canp woul d have the
ability to take part in the Batzul netas fishery as part of
the canp. Does that happen there or not?

MR JOHN: Mbost of the people that are
there are just descendants and relatives, that's about it.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, okay.
MR JOHN:  So you know....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So striking that woul dn't
hurt anything in that departnment then but it nmay keep ot her
peopl e fromthinking that they could go ask perm ssion and
go there.

MR. VEACH. Any other comments on this
proposal ?

(Pause)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, shall we go on to
t he next one then?

MR VEACH  Ckay. Proposal 5. This
proposal woul d establish a Federal subsistence season in
the Chitina subdistrict and | can see actually that |'ve
got one typo in here right now [If you | ook under Line A
it says identical to the State season and actually what the
SRC woul d like to present would be identical to the Federal
season in the dennallen subdistrict.

Those that would be eligible to participate
are the eight villages that the Federal Board found C&T for
last winter. Wat we've proposed for the method of harvest
woul d be dipnets, fishwheels, rod and reel and that nore
than one gear type could be specified on the permt. R ght
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now t he regul ati ons, you have to choose a gear type when
you get the permt and this would allow you to use nore
than one gear type. And then it would be a separate permt
fromthe dennallen subdistrict permit. W felt that this
was i nportant so that people that got G ennallen

subdi strict permts but didn't have C&T woul dn't be under
the inpression that they could fish in the Chitina

subdi strict. But would maintain a conbined seasonal |imt
for the Upper Copper River district. So if folks were able
to then obtain permts for both the 3 ennallen subdistrict
and the Chitina subdistrict, what they would have woul d be
a conbined bag limt between two permts so that right now
you can obtain up to 500 salnon on a d ennal |l en subdistrict
permt. This would enable you to obtain 500 sal non on the
conbi nation of the Chitina subdistrict permt and the

G ennal | en subdi strict permt.

MR JOHN. M. Chair, | didn't keep up with
what the Federal Subsistence Board did, they passed the
subsi stence fishing in the Chitina subdistrict?

MR. VEACH  Yeah. They found C&T for the
villages of Chitina, Cantwell, Chistochina, Copper Center,
Gakona, CGul kana, Mentasta Lake and Tazlina; and that was
the result of a CRNA proposal submtted | ast year. But at
this tine there is no Federal season for the Chitina
subdistrict. So even though there's C&T, there still isn't
the opportunity to fish for salnon for Federal users in the
Chitina subdistrict, and this would provide that
opportunity.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: And this would cone before
the fall Board neeting, right?

MR VEACH Yes. So it would go into
effect in 2002.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So basically there woul d
be no season this year?

MR VEACH: Correct.
MR JOHN: |Is there a State season then?

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: There's a State season,
yes. That's the two year lag tinme, or year lag tinme?

MR VEACH  Uh- huh
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Basically we passed a C&T
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and now we have to make a season for it.

MR JOHN. M. Chair, | got another
question. The State subsistence fishery which is nowin
pl ace, they only could use dipnet, right?

MR VEACH: Correct.

MR JOHN: And then the Federal subsistence
could use all, dipnet, rod and reel and.....

MR VEACH  And fishwheel.

MR JOHN. ..... fi shwheel -- yeah.

MR VEACH Yeah

MR JOHN: That's all | got, thanks.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, shall we go on?

MR VEACH  Ckay. The next proposal is a
C&T proposal for the use of freshwater fish throughout the
Copper River drainage upstream of Haley Creek so this would
be all waters in the Copper R ver watershed that are
upstream of Hal ey Creek for the resident zone conmunities
of Wangell-St. Elias National Park with the exception of
Yakut at .

Ri ght now t he Federal Subsi stence Board
only recogni zes custonmary and traditional use for sal non
and that's actually only within the Upper Copper R ver
district which is just -- and the Batzul netas fishery which
is just the mai nstem Copper River. So if there isn't the
opportunity, you know, to say, establish a Federal season
for, say, burbot in Copper Lake or Tanada Lake because
there isn't Federally recognized C&T for freshwater fish in
t hose wat ers.

So currently with no finding, it's open to
-- freshwater fish would be open to all residents of the

state -- that's all rural residents, actually.
CHAI RMAN LOHSE:  Uh-huh.  Well, | find it
kind of interesting when | |ook at the conmmunities

included. W include the residents that |ive along the
Al aska Hi ghway fromthe Canadi an border to Dot Lake. W
include the residents that |ive along the highway from Tok
cutoff to Mentasta Pass. W include the residents al ong
t he Nabesna Road. Now, all of those are out of Unit 11 and
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13, except for Nabesna Road. But we don't include the
residents that live along the road from Mentasta to
Gennallen. W don't include the residents that |ive al ong
the road fromdennallen to Chitina. We don't include the
resi dents on the McCarthy Road.

MR VEACH Right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's ki nd of
i nteresting.

MR VEACH  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W actually take residents
al ong the road system outside the area but we don't include
the residents that |ive along the road inside the area.
Fred.

MR JOHN: | talked to Eastern Interior and
one of the persons | talked to is going to try to get the
Canadi an border to Dot Lake and Tok cutoff to Mentasta

Pass, cut them out because those could get their -- you
know, their permt and everything and | was thinking about
the same way. Because it just open everything up, |ike he

said, the residents down here don't have it either |like the
Chai r man sai d.

MR VEACH Right. Wat we didis we just
took the -- basically the conmunities and the list of --
the customary and traditional use for the dennallen
subdi strict and applied that to freshwater fish. But,
yeah, if that doesn't make sense, let nme know.

MR JOHN: Yeah, it doesn't.
MR VEACH  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Wl |, | know in other
pl aces | have seen McCarthy and the residents of the
McCart hy Road, other C&T's have shown the residents that
live along the highway from dennallen to Chitina, you
know, and it's just kind of interesting that none of them
-- none of those that |ive outside of the community are
i ncluded right here.

MR JOHN:  Devi .
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Devi .
M5. SHARP: Devi Sharp, Wangell-St. Elias.
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M. Chairman, | think part of the reason is just an
artifact of a new way of describing people who are living
on the road. W never felt the need to discuss people who
are living between Chitina and Kenny Lake or.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Just consider them part of
the communities of Chitina.....

M5. SHARP: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  ..... part of the
conmuni ties of Kenny Lake?

M5. SHARP: Yeah, right. W never wanted
to get into that business of drawi ng those find |ines of
who |ives where.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: That nmakes sense.

M5. SHARP: You're part of one comunity or
the other. So we always assuned that it's just in the |ast
round of regulations we got into tal king about on the road.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.
M5. SHARP: So that just devel oped.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Gkay. | know -- [like
said, | noticed that we include areas that are outside the
area along the road but the areas that are inside the area

M5. SHARP: Right.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  ..... okay, as long as
that's an understood thing.

M5. SHARP: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That if you live between
two communities, you're part of one or the other.

M5. SHARP: Right. R ght. and we've nade
a conscious effort not to draw |ines on maps for
communi ties because we don't -- we feel that's pretty
artificial and not very productive to subsistence use.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Sounds good to me. And
this will be for freshwater fish?
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MR VEACH Right.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  Now, woul d there be a --
is this, for a lack of a better way of putting it, is this
going to increase bureaucracy to the point that nowif you
-- once you've taken freshwater fish then you' re going to
have to sit down and nmake a set of regulations or will the
regul ati ons be made in response to requests by subsistence
users?

MR VEACH Well, that's ny hope, is that,
you know at this point we would just identify C&T, but you
know, right nowthere really isn't anything that woul d stop
these fol ks fromneeting their subsistence needs under the
State regulations. But if at some point in the future
there's a need to limt the use then this would set the
stage to provide a priority to the Federal users.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. But it doesn't
automatically nmean that we have to have now a whol e
freshwater departnent to sit down and promul gate a whol e
set of freshwater regul ati ons?

UNI DENTI FI ED VO CE:  No.
(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: For these streans and
rivers and creeks and, you know.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | nean what happens is if
the action is taken in response to requests from
subsi stence users, that's different than thinking that we
have to take over and have a duplicate freshwater fisheries
syst enf?

(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR. VEACH  The next proposal, Proposal 7
is actually kind of in response to a concern you raised at
the last neeting, Ralph. This would recognize customary
and traditional use of salnmon in the Chitina subdistrict
for the remai nder of the resident zone comunities of
Wangel | -St. Elias National Park, again, with the exception
of Yakutat that weren't included in the customary and
traditional use finding for the eight villages by the
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Feder al Subsi stence Board | ast Decenber.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And these will cone before
us then this fall at the fall neeting, right?

MR VEACH. Right. And at that point you
woul d need to take action on them

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. And Proposal 8.

MR. VEACH  Proposal 8 is one that was al so
brought forward -- actually it wasn't one that |I'd even
t hought of nyself, this was generated entirely by the
Wangell-St. Elias SRC, and what this would do -- currently
there's a problemin the Copper River that folks that are
operating fishwheels on public land | eave those fishwheels
j ust above the high water mark over the entire wi nter and
certainly.....

' CHAI RVAN LOHSE: I n the mddle of the
river.

MR. VEACH  Yeah, yeah, well, you know,
certainly some fol ks are responsible but there's a
reasonabl e portion of folks that are kind of irresponsible
with how they're | eaving their wheels and so, yeah, they're
getting picked up by flood flows, carried around, broken
up, the refuse is then getting distributed on private |ands
down stream One of the things that really kind of raised
ny understanding of why this is a concern is, you know, a
| ot of folks are using barrels to keep their wheels
floating and when their wheels break up and these barrels
wash down streamon private |and, fol ks don't have any idea
of what's in them They have to tread them as hazardous
materi al s when they have those barrels renoved and it's a
real burden to the private | and owers. So what this woul d
do, it wouldn't have any inpact on folks that are operating
wheels on private land on their own |land but folks that are
operating wheels on public | and would need to renpve those
wheel s within 30 days of the end of the subsistence fishing
season.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That woul d be a sinple way
to nmake sure that it was enforced. You could just say,
require fishwheel users to renove fishwheels from public
and within 30 days of the end of the subsistence fishing
season, otherwise they will be confiscated or open gane to
anybody el se that wants them

(Laught er)
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: There's a beautiful big
fishwheel right in the mddle of the river right now upside
down.

MR VEACH Well, just alittle bit of
background, that's -- both with National Park Service
policy and ny understanding, also with State policy, it's
really difficult to declare those wheel s abandoned property
if they haven't been abandoned for nore than a year. So if
fol ks are using them at |east, once every year, it's
really tough to decl are those abandoned property right now.
So this would at | east nmake a requirenment that fol ks need
to renove those wheels.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Now, this would give the
Park Service or the State the authority if those wheels
were over 30 days, then to clean up the nmess and confiscate
t he wheels, too, wouldn't it?

MR VEACH | don't know as far as cleaning
up the ness and confiscating the wheels, but it would do is
it would give both the Park and the State authority, under
Federal -- well, actually | can't really speak for the
State but at |east for the Federal governnent, it would
give us the authority under Federal subsistence regul ations
to then, at least, cite the owers of those wheels. Right
now there really isn't anything that could be done.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: But then the off-season
tourist attraction wouldn't be there.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | nean when you drive over
the Chitina bridge and you | ook up river and you see all
those nice fishwheels sitting up on the bank up there.

(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Fred.

MR JOHN: It's going to be pretty
conpl i cated because putting in the rack of the fishwheel
man that's hard work and then when it's waterl ogged and
during the fall time, sone places it's inpossible to take
it back up and put it on -- you know, even taking it out of
the water for sonebody up there.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | think we'll have a | ot
of di scussion on this when the tine cones.
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MR VEACH  Ckay.

MR JOHN. doria.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: dori a.
MR JOHN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR JOHN: Yeah, | think this is going to
be a pretty hard one.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Yeah, | think this one is
goi ng to generate sone discussion in the fall.

MR JOHN:  Uh- huh.

M5. STICKWAN: Actually this proposal was
proposed by Joe Hart of Ahtna and it occurs only on Federal
| and and nost of the area up this way is State land, so it
woul dn't affect our area this way fromwhat | understand.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It doesn't affect private
| and or State | and, just Federal |and?

M5. STI CKWAN:  Just the Federal public |and
which is close to where the Chitina is -- where the bridge
is, those islands in the river there, that's the only area
that woul d be affected. So it was what Ahtna wanted to do.

MR JOHN. If it gets too hard them raft
t hem

(Laught er)

M5. STICKWAN. They just wanted to get it
out of their islands on the river by the Chitina bridge
because there's a lot of oils.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: A lot of junk there.
MB. STI CKWAN:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Yeah. \When the river --
went up this winter, sone of themwent down stream and sone
of themwent into the mddle of the river and when | flew
up the Copper |ast sumer there was fishwheels spread from
here to Cordova.
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1 M5. STI CKWAN:  Yes.

2

3 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W t hought we saw an

4 upside down airplane in the river, we flew down to check it
5 because it |ooked |ike sonebody had dunped an airpl ane and
6 it was floating upside dowmn with the pontoons on top of the
7 water and what it was was a fishwheel with real nice

8 alum num pontoons onit. It was down just about at Mle

9 b52.

10

11 MR VEACH  Yeah. Well, that's all | have
12 for you this norning. Thanks for your tine.

13

14 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And these are ones that we
15 will then -- these will be on our table in the fall, right?
16

17 MR VEACH  Correct.

18

19 CHAI RVAN LCHSE: And these are fromthe

20 SRC?

21

22 MR VEACH  Yeah.

23

24 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you.

25

26 MR ELVSAAS. Wat's the price of the

27 fishwheel, it sounds like they're fairly expensive.

28

29 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Sone of them are very

30 expensive at this point in tinme.

31

32 MR JOHN: Coffee's ready.

33

34 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But when you drive

35 $100, 000 not or honme, what's a $10, 000 fi shwheel .

37 (Laught er)

38

39 MR. ELVSAAS. Yeah, yeah.

40

41 CHAl RVAN LCHSE: Let's take a break for
42 cof fee.

43

44 (OFf record)

45

46 (On record)

47

48 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: GOkay. At this point in
49 tinme we're getting ready to go onto topics and issues for
50 the Year 2000 annual report but I"mgoing to ask -- I'm
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pl anni ng on asking -- because we may want to include that
i n our 2000 annual report, an issue that's been brought
before us, Ann, would you like to read the letter for the
Counci |l to think about?

M5. WLKINSON: W received two |etters.
One is from Al aska Western Wldlife Alliance and one from
Pedro Bay Corporation. 1'll just read them quickly,
they're short.

From Al aska's Western Widlife Alliance in
Sol dot na, February 18th, 2001, subject Problens with
unsupervi sed non-resi dent noose hunters. Dear Native
Community: AWM represents people concerned with the
probl ens created by allow ng unsupervi sed non-residents to
hunt nmoose in Al aska. W feel legislative action is
necessary to assure that non-resident noose hunters are
gi ven the assi stance needed for |egal hunting and proper
gane care during their time in the field. W feel that a
guide requirenent will address this problemand urge you to
support this inportant effort by contacting |egislators,
the Governor, and anyone el se affected by this problem W
are including a letter of support from Pedro Bay Native

Cor poration for your consideration. |If you do draft a
resolution or letter of support we would appreciate your
faxing and/or mailing a copy to AWM. |f you need nore

information, please feel free to contact us. Sincerely,
David S. Haeg, Director Alaska's Western Wldlife Aliance.

And the letter from Pedro Bay was addressed
to Carl Moses, Representative Carl Mses, Subject: guided
hunting for non-resident noose hunters. Pedro Bay
Corporation would Iike to see Al aska change the npose
hunting regulations to require a guide for all non-resident
noose hunters. Non-gui ded, non-resident nobose hunters
account for alnost all cases of illegal or sub-legal take
and wanton waste according to Fish and Wldlife Protection
testinony. Fish and Wldlife Protection also testified
gui ded noose hunters in the sanme area have virtually no
viol ations. As the noose popul ation declines there is nore
and nore conpetition between subsi stence and non-resident
noose hunters. Since non-guided or drop off hunters have
i ncreased sharply we can see that it is disastrous to the
peopl e of Pedro Bay who depend on noose neat for their
subsi stence way of life. Air charter conpanies, outfitters
and transporters who provide travel, gear and advice to
non- gui ded hunters are not held accountable for any
viol ations commtted by those hunters. This does nothing
to encourage the conpani es supplying these services to nake
sure their hunters salvage all edible neat, shoot |ega
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noose, respect |and ownership conditions, not |eave a

gar bage dunp, and not hunt the sane day they were airborne.
Qui des, however, are held to a very high | evel of
accountability and they are responsible for any violations
by hunters in their care. Big gane guiding is one of the
best industries in Al aska for generating a very |arge
amount of noney froma very snmall part of renewable
resource. This powerhouse of Al aska's econony is in danger
of being w ped out because of unregulated and unsupervi sed
use of our resource by people who do not even live in

al aska. Sincerely, Lisa Jacko, Assistant manager. And
there were letters sent to Senator Lyman Hof f man, Senat or
Rick Hal ford and Representative Carl Mbses.

And they ask that people take action if
t hey' re concer ned.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: That was for our

information. | don't knowif the rest of the Council has
had any problens in their area with that. | haven't had as
much -- as nuch inpact on gui ded noose hunts as on drop off

fisheries down in our area, down in the Prince WIIliam
Sound area. But | have heard comments from friends up in

t he Kuskokwim Stoney River area that up in the hills there
invol ved there is just sonebody dropped off on every little
knol|l that they can land an airplane on and nost of them
are non-residents. And when they get a noose, they sit and
| ook at the nobose and don't know what to do with it. So it
m ght be sonething that we want to think about in the
future or, at |east, take back yourself and deci de whet her
you want to wite something to your senator on.

Wth that, we need to go onto topics and
i ssues for the Year 2000 annual report for our area. Have
you got particular issues that you' d |like to lay before the
Board? This is always a hard project for us to do because

we' ve got to come up with -- we don't have to cone up with
anything, we can -- but if there are issues that we'd |ike
to bring to their attention, nowis the tine to do it. 1In

t he past we've brought up the problemw th the predation
and we' ve been assured that there's nothing that they can
do about it.

W' ve brought up the issues of per diemand
we' ve al so been assured that there isn't anything they can
do about that.

Are there any other issues or topics that
you feel that the Board needs to pursue particular to our
area here? How about the halibut?
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MR ELVSAAS. Well, that was just what |
was going to bring up. The State is starting subsistence
hal i but hearings trying to cone up with regul ati ons and
all owabl e fisheries and so forth. But | think the Federa

Subsi stence Board should | ook at halibut in -- all the
waters outside of three mles are Federal waters.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Wl I ... ..

MR ELVSAAS:. ..... wel |, 200.....
CHAI RVMAN LOHSE: .. ... 12.
MR ELVSAAS. ..... wel I, 12, yeah. And,

you know, it's a serious thing. The last | heard they were
intending to limt ground |ine subsistence fishing to 20
hooks and | just don't think that that's practical. |
think that there's other things. One of the proposals by
the State was to use spears and for the life of ne, | mean
we can't figure out how you spear a halibut.

(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  You swi mdown first.
(Laught er)

MR ELVSAAS. Yeah, | guess. But it is
sonmething that is comng up. It's going to generate sone
final regs and so forth, the State is willing to work on
it. IT looks good but I think there should al so be
Federal. 1In the Cook Inlet area we have problens with the
sal mon fisheries because of so nmuch State | ands but on the
ot her hand we have Federal waters right in the mddle of
Cook Inlet. So we need to |look at that. Are we going to
have to go out into the mddle of the Inlet to do our
subsi stence fishing? It's a problem There are things
that need to be looked at. | don't have any answers. Al
I know is in our meetings with our people, we cone up with
t hese questi ons.

So | do think we need to get |ooking first
at halibut and then, of course, | would |like to put nore
into Cook Inlet salnon fishing and other fishing, shell
fish and so forth.

So are things that we may ask the Federal
Subsi st ence Board for gui dance on.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: | think that's a good
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i dea. Have you got anything particular fromyour area that
you' d like to bring before the Board, concerns or topics
for the Federal Subsistence Board to be aware of or | ook
at ?

MR DEMENTI: Not from Cantwel |l area, |
don't really -- maybe Hollis has sonmething, | don't know.
Does the SRC got any concerns or issues that we need to
bring before the Board? No.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Fred, you got
anything fromyour area, particular issues?

MR JOHN:. Right now | couldn't even think
of any, probably when we | eave.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Wwell, | think the need for
a subsi stence season in the Chitina subdistrict would be
one.

MR JOHN:  Yeah.
MR. ELVSAAS: Ch, yes, definitely.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You know that's going to
be a topic that's before us this fall, we've established
C&T there but we're going to need a season there now to go
with the C&T. And a way to reduce potential conflicts
there. Ida.

M5. H LDEBRAND: Thank you, M. Chairnan
Ida Hildebrand, BIA Staff Committee. Just for your
i nformation on your predation issue, the Board didn't quite
dismss it, they said they wanted a work session to address
predation so |'d recommend that you again raise it in your
annual report. And on the stipends, the North Sl ope
Council submitted a letter and a resolution to Bill Thonas
as the Chairman of the Chairs requesting that the issue be
rai sed again to the Board, to all Regional Councils and to
the new Secretary of the Interior

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you. Stay there for
a second. Now, that woul d be sonething that we could
support -- we could support the idea that we are in favor
of them having a work session on predation because it
drastically inpacts subsistence users all over the state.

And on the matter of the stipend that we
support the actions of the Council, which Council is it
agai n?
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MS. HI LDEBRAND: North Sl ope.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The North Sl ope Council to
bring that issue back up on the table because that
adversely affects all nenbers of the Councils that have to
take tinme off to attend these neetings. And that m ght
i nprove our attendance rate.

Thank you. Thank you, Ida.

| don't knowif this is -- 1 don't think
the -- | had an issue but | started thinking that it's
probably not an issue for the Board to address but just to
be aware of, | guess. | look at it down in Prince WIIliam

Sound and I'msure it's every place else and that's the

i npact of these growi ng sportfisheries, drop off hunts and
things like that; the inpact that they're having on

subsi stence users all over the state. And that take place
on Federal land and pay a permt fee to the Federal
governnent for doing it. And yet, at the sane tine, they
i npact the resource that | eaves nothing for the |oca
people. It would be -- | guess the concern of the growh
of these things on Federal |and and the | ack of records
that are kept.

W just went through the Board of Fish
neeting. | was privileged to attend that as a Council
menber, sonme of the rest of you were there, too. And it
was anmazing to me that we see that subsistence fishernen
are turning reports in, comercial fishernmen have to, you
know, we put in daily catch reports so they know what's
bei ng caught and everything. Saltwater guides have to do a
reporting form But it was too nuch trouble for all these
new freshwat er gui des and everything to have to keep
records and turn it in as to what they were catching and
what their clients were catching and what they were doing,
and yet that's one of the fastest growi ng segnents in the
guided tourist industry if all these little freshwater
fisheries that are going up all over the state and the
Board found that it was an undue burden basically to ask
themto keep records. And | think it would behoove the
Federal governnent, that if these are taking place on
Federal | and, that conmercial enterprises |Iike guiding
operations would be required to keep records so that we
could see the inpact that they're having on the resource
and that could be a requirenent as part of their permt for
maki ng use of Federal land. And that way even if the State
doesn't do it, we could start accunul ati ng sone data as to
-- it's areal concern up in the North Slope, up in the
area up there where they got a |ot of guided sheefish
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fishing going on and things |ike that. Maybe it's not as
much of a concern here.

But there's a real growmh in fishing, drop
off fishing and fishing | odges and things |ike that.
Currently the State requires none of them-- not to keep
any records, catch records and use records and things |ike
that. So | would think that on Federal |and, as part of
the permt process, sonme of those records could be
accunul ated so we could see what kind of a growmh and
i npact there is on freshwater fish, specifically since we
have a proposal down here that will conme before us this
fall to give customary and traditional findings to
freshwater fish. And if at the sanme tine you' ve got an
industry that's growi ng by | eaps and bounds, that we have
no i dea what kind of an inpact, what kind of amount they're
using, it would behoove us to get sone information so that
we could at | east see the changes so we could have a
basel i ne.

So | don't know how to put that to the
Board, but the Board coul d address that through the
different |and agencies, that as a requirenent for
commer ci al use of Federal |and for guiding purposes,
freshwater fish guiding purposes, that records have to be
kept. And that m ght be sonething that we can work on
internally or it mght be something the Board can give
direction on.

That's a concern of mne because | see that
growing -- | sawit growing in saltwater down in Prince
Wl liam Sound and |'ve seen the inpact on sone of the
silver salnon streans in Prince WIIliam Sound that 20 years
ago there was no probl em going and catching your silver

sal non and today there's not enough -- there's not a day's
l[imt of silver salnon left in the escapenent and these are
pl aces where drop off -- you know, some of the major drop

off air taxi things have dropped off fishernen and done
exactly what we heard yesterday, even though they're
skel etons, two small fillet's taken off of them and the
rest of the fish sitting there.

So any ot her issues or concerns we need to
bring before the Board? Fred. W've got tw Fred's.

MR ELVSAAS: (o ahead.
MR JOHN. | got a concern and | don't know

howto -- it's nostly on State land. There was tractor
trails that's been around for a long tinme, there's one in
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Chi stochina and one in Mentasta that's used by vehicles
alnost |ike a Sherman tank that drives over it and it

i npacts us as subsi stence people because with our little
four by four pickup we can't even drive the trail anynore,
those trails are so nessed up, you know.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR JOHN: It's like in Mentasta, going by
there in the fall hunt season, man, it's just |ike an Arny
convey goi ng through and every huge vehicle there is. And
| don't know what the State regulation on roads are, you
know, so there should be sonething done about it. | really
don't know because | don't know what kind of vehicle could
go on there but | seen everything under the sun goes up and
down the road and it does inpact us because we coul dn't
make it up to our -- to where we hunt or our hunting
grounds or our hunting canp anynore.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Because it's tore up so
bad?

MR JOHN. Yeah. The roads are really torn
up. Chistochina's got a little docunentary VCR on it, and

it's areally good one. It's really -- it really brings
out what happens to trails and everything, | nean the

i npact, the environnmental, the garbage and everything
that's along there. [1'd like to see sone of the Federa
peopl e, you know, look at it. [It's under -- Chistochina's
got one out and I think M. Sanford's got one out on just
the trails. It really inpacts us in Mentasta because we

couldn't even go out. W just go halfway up and get stuck
(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: How |l ong of video' s are
t hey Fred?

MR JOHN. Joe, how long is it about 30
m nut es?

JCE: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  You know, naybe we coul d
take tine at one of our Council neetings to show those and
we could figure a Council when we're going to have a | ot of
Federal Staff there and show those. Because there's an
i ssue for concern that we addressed in the past and there
hasn't been any resolution on yet, is the off-road vehicle
probl em that has inpacted subsistence hunters all over the
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St ate.

MR DEMENTI: The State hasn't done
anyt hi ng about it.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: The State hasn't done --
the hearings and everything they had on it didn't
acconpl i sh anything. The problens still exist. Let's just
say that we recogni ze that the problemw th the off-road
vehicles and their inpact on subsistence users has not
changed.

MR JOHN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  You know, or if anything,
it's changed for the worst.

MR JOHN. Ckay.

MR ELVSAAS. Well, at sone point, we need
to address trophy king salnon fishery. The subsistence
take on kings is cut down nore and nore and the trophy
catch generates revenue but the fish is wasted.

| talked to a taxiderm st and he said that
when he gets a fish, it's brought in and he freezes it
until he gets tine to work on it and then he takes the skin
off the neat and throws the neat away and nmakes a nodel, a
full nodel of whatever, puts the skin over, and nounts it
and that's the trophy, but all of this fish is wanton
waste. If we threwthat fish away we'd go to jail. And I
think there's sonething wong here.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's a good way to
address it, the wanton waste and the trophy ki ng sal non
fishery taxiderny.

MR ELVSAAS. | think that they -- if they
can't utilize the fish then why can't we go and get the
sane fish for food?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, the other thing is,
in this day and age, that's not necessary anynore. Al
they need is a photograph and the nmeasurenents and nost of
your taxiderm st anynore make fiberglass nolds and don't
use the skin and don't use the fish at all

MR JOHN:  Yeah.
CHAIRVAN LOHSE: And 1'11l tell you a joke
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about that | ater.
(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, maybe I'I1 tell you
a joke about it now.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But it's true, they don't
need to -- they don't need the fish anynore for their
trophy because they take photographs of it, they measure it
and the taxiderm st takes a nmold out of his stock that
mat ches that fish and colors it the way the fish was and
nost of your nmounts anynore have no fish on themat all.
Because the fish spoils over tinme, the skin dries out and
cracks, but a fiberglass nmount lasts forever. So if they
want to do that, then at |east there should be -- you know,
a big gane guide, when they take a noose, if the hunters
don't want the noose they've got to still salvage all the
nmeat and distribute that neat to people who eat it. They
could require the sane thing.....

MR ELVSAAS:. Right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  ..... on these king sal non
I nean if he's going to skin the king sal non and he's
frozen it, that should still be good neat, it should not be

wast ed.

MR. ELVSAAS:. Yeah, there's nothing wong
with the neat.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  So. . ...

MR ELVSAAS: But the fellow | talked to,
the taxi derm st, said he gave about a pound -- all the
ki nds that he nmounts is about a pound of that meat goes to
his cat, he doesn't eat fish, kind of |like the guy that
don't eat noose, you know.

(Laught er)

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Devi, another issue for
us?

M5. SHARP: Back to the video that Fred was
speaki ng about, if we can get a copy, okay, if we can
westle up a copy pretty soon.....
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: I n other words, Wangell -
St. Elias would Iike a copy of the tape?

M5. SHARP: No, we have a copy -- actually
nmy copy is just loaned out. But if Joe can get a copy,
will you guys spend the 30 mnutes to watch it?

CHAI RMAN LOHSE: Today?

M5. SHARP: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It depends on how fast we
get done with the rest of this stuff.

M5. SHARP: Well, Joe wants to know whet her
it's worth running around trying to get the copy.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: So what tine is it?

M5. SHARP: If not, the next neeting let's
pl an on doing this.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: That's what | was
thinking, let's plan on doing it at.....

M5. SHARP: Ckay.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: |I'd like to do it sonetine
-- we don't have a very big crowd here, I'd like to do it
when there's a big crowd.

M5. SHARP: It's a fantastic video.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: Is it a fantastic video?

M5. SHARP:  Yep.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It's not even noon yet, is

it?

M5. SHARP:  Nope.

MR ELVSAAS: 10: 30.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah, you know, | bet
we'll have tinme to watch it today.

M5. SHARP: Ckay, let's see.....
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: | f sone of these Feder al
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Staff people nake shorter reports we will have tinme to
wat ch the vi deo.

M5. SHARP: | can take a hint.

MR ELVSAAS. |Is it possible to get a copy
of that tape? I'd like to take it back to Sel dovi a.

M5. SHARP: There's your nman, right there.

JOE: W got about 20 copies of that
particular tape and sent it out to every agency and every
village within Ahtna region or this area, so | know that
Fi sh and Gane has a copy, BLM has a copy, National Park
Service has a copy, DNR has a copy.

MR ELVSAAS. | woul d be happy to pay for
the cost of naking a tape.

MR JOHN: Let's see it today.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Let's see it today.

MR ELVSAAS. Qur corporation and tribe is
having a terrible tine with this very thing in Sel dovia of
peopl e using tract.....

JOE: Sel dovia was one of the villages that
requested a copy and al so details on how to nmake a video
like it.

M5. SHARP: It's really powerful.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: W' || take the time to
watch it today if you get it.

JOE: Ckay. Well, those who want a copy of
that, sign your name on a piece of paper and I'I1l.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: He said if you sign your
nane he'll get you a copy.

MR ELVSAAS: I'll go sign ny nane right
NOW.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Ckay, G oria, you had an
i ssue that we coul d take forward, | think.

M5. STICKWAN: One issue is enforcenent in
the Chitina area. There's a lot of.....
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Enforcenent in the
G ennal | en Copper River.....

MS. STICKWAN:  Chi ti na.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. subsi st ence
fishery.....

M5. STI CKWAN:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. or State, whatever
you want to call it?

M5. STI CKWAN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Just enforcenment on
the.....

M5. STI CKWAN:.  Copper River.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  ..... Copper River.

M5. STICKWAN. And then for this task
force, when they talk -- when the Federal Subsistence Board
brings it up for the predation, 1'd like to see a task

force of all user groups.....
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

M5. STICKWAN  ..... involved in that. And
then another thing is the inpact of noose and caribou from
-- at the State Board of Gane, whenever they tal k about the
noi se level and how it inpacts the noose and cari bou, they
say it doesn't have an inpact because of.....

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Now, that would be.....

MS. STICKWAN, . .... there's a |l ot of npose
and bear.....

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. snownmachi nes and
ORV's, right?

MS. STI CKWAN: Snownrachi nes and ORV' s,
yeah.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Right, the inpact.

M5. STICKWAN. They say there's no inpact
on the noise level to the aninals, but I1'd |like to see the
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Federal side study that -- the noise |evel, the inpact on
t he noose and cari bou because | think there is.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They probably coul d get
sonme copies of sone of the studies that have been done in
Yel | owst one and places like that, too. | nean they could
make use of sonme of the -- you know, there's research done
in other places on it also. So, yeah, the inpact of the
noi se fromthe ORV' s and t he snowrachi nes on the noose and
cari bou.

Anynor e?

M5. STICKWAN:  And then the off-road

vehicl es should be for all Federal lands in Unit 13, not
just the Chistochina trail but all.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

M5. STI CKWAN .. ... you know, the whol e
ar ea.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And we have that done, so
t hank you.

MR. DEMENTI: You coul d probably add
airports, too.

MB. STI CKWAN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR DEMENTI: Those are | oud.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE:  Yeah, the noise -- the
i npact of the noise of off-road vehicles and air boats,
good i dea. Because you have that up your way.

MR DEMENTI: Yeah, a lot of it.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Okay. Well, Ann, you
should be able to wite a long |l etter now.

M5. WLKINSON: Yeah, | think so.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W went fromnothing to
| ot s.

MB. WLKINSON: Yeah
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anybody el se have any
ot her things that they see that we should include in our
report as issues and topics from Southcentral that need to
be addressed by the Board, naybe now, maybe in the future
or whenever, but issues that you'd like us to take before
t hen?

(Pause)

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, with that, we're
going to go on to agency reports.

MR ELVSAAS. Everything' s fine, go hone.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And if you guys do a rea
good job we'll have tine to watch a novie this afternoon

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's what | tell ny kids
on their school work.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Now, | prom sed Fred a
j oke and before you start I'mgoing to tell a joke on this
|

trophy king salnmon fishery, and I'Il te it on Mnnesota's
like to fish.

This guy from M nnesota cane up and he went
down to Kenai and he caught a nice king, about 27 pounds,

ni cest king he'd every caught, nicest biggest fish he'd
ever caught, so he took a picture of it and took the
picture to the taxiderm st and told the taxiderm st that he
caught a 30 pound king, could he make hima nmount for it
and the taxiderm st |ooked at it and said, oh, no, problem
"Il nmake you a nount, 30 pound king. So the guy left the
Kenai and he went to Anchorage and he's sitting in his
hotel room and he says, boy, | bet that king was bigger
than 30 pounds.....

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: And he call ed the
t axi derm st back up and he says, you know, he says, | know
that fish was bigger than 30 pounds, nake ne a nmount of a
40 pound ki ng sal non. The taxiderm st said, no problem
"1l make you a nount of a 40 pound king salnon. Well, the
guy gets in his car and he starts driving up the road
headed back to M nnesota and he gets to G ennallen and he's



thinking all the tine, man, that was a big fish, that's the
bi ggest fish |'ve ever seen. Stops at dennallen and he
calls the taxiderm st back up and he says, you know,

sonet hing, | know that king had to be bigger than 40
pounds, he says, can you nake nme a nount for a 50 pound
king. The taxiderm st says, no problem 50 pound king it
is. Sure that's what it was. Ch, yes, it was at |east 50
pounds, better make it 55 pounds.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The guy says no probl em
The guy drives down the highway, he drives through all the
ni ce country, he's headed for the border and he has to stop
at the custons place at Tok and by that tinme that fish has
just grown and grown and grown. He calls the taxiderm st
up and he says, you know, |I'mleaving the state but |'ve
been thinki ng about that king salnon, that king sal nron had
to be way bigger than 55 pounds. He says, what's the
bi ggest nount that you have?

(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So anyhow, with that.....

MR ELVSAAS. |'ve caught a |ot of those
hundred pounds one.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, the nice thing about
fish that get away or you don't neasure or weigh is it
doesn't stunt their growh. They can continue to grow. So
when you put a tape nmeasure or a scale on them it stunts
their grow h.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anyhow, with that -- well,
actually what | was getting at is they don't need the fish
anynor e.

MR ELVSAAS. Yeah, that surprised ne. |
t hought they used the skin.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They used to but very few
taxiderm sts use it today. So anyhow -- Tim

MR JENNINGS: M. Chair, under ltem 1lla,
Fish and Wldlife Service, Ofice of Subsistence
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Managenent, you'll note that we have ei ght topics and
they're very brief because we also want to see the novie.
"Il note that 1'Il cover Item1l. Doug McBride will cover
Items 2, 3 and 4. | wll cone back up and cover Itens 5

and 6. And Ann WI kinson will cover Itens 7 and 8.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Wl l, | know Ann wi |l do
her part to nmake it brief.

MR JENNINGS: kay, the first itemfor
briefing, we wanted to bring back before you the Kena
rural determ nation, the request for reconsideration
You'll recall we had a briefing at the fall neeting and |
know that you are all very aware of the history of this
issue, in that, the Federal Board nade a decision in My of
2000 that found the entire Kenai Peninsula is rural.
Shortly thereafter there were two requests for
reconsi derati on put before the Board, one fromthe Safari
Club, et al., and one from Cooper Landi ng Advi sory
Conmittee. The Federal Subsistence Board deci ded in August
of last year to accept those requests to reconsider the
deci si on, not maki ng any decision on the nmerits of those
requests, but decided to | ook at the request and bring it
back up one final tine. And as you may be aware, this
request for reconsideration is basically admnistratively
-- it's an adm nistrative appeal, if you will, of the My
4t h deci si on.

Last fall when | briefed you on this
subject, at that tine the Federal Board had projected that
they woul d be nmaking their final decision on the nmerits of
the RFR in md-February. Since that tine, the Board net in
m d- January and decided to extend the tinme frane by which
they woul d nmake its decision on the RFR and so we briefly
di scussed this yesterday under Tab C, Page 1 on your report
fromthe Board on the fisheries issues, the actions taken.
The bottom paragraph of that letter to you, M. Chair,
tal ks about the Board's intent on the RFR  This is under
Tab C, Page 1, so now the Board intends to take up the
decision no later than June 29 and this is allowing a
little nore time for staff and for attorneys involved to
thoroughly |l ook at the nmerits of the claimand to present a
conplete adm nistrative record to the Board for its
deci si on.

W' ve al so noted for you in this letter
regardi ng Proposal 13 and 33 fromthe fall fisheries
regul atory proposals that those two proposals, the Board
decided to defer final action until after the Board nade
its final decision on the Kenai rural RFR and also |
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bel i eve you heard yesterday that the Board intends to al so
defer final action on wildlife Proposal 49, the C&T that we
di scussed yesterday until after the nerits of the RFR are
deci ded.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR. JENNINGS: And that provides the
update, M. Chair, and if there are any questions |I'd be
happy to answer them

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Does anybody have any
questions for Timon this? So basically it's in the works
but it slowed down.

MR JENNINGS: One thing | mght nmention
just as well for the nmenbers here, the agencies, in the
fall we polled the Council nenbers regardi ng whet her or not
your Council wanted to be involved in providing input on
the nerits of the RFR clains and there was a unani nous
consent by the Council that you wanted to stand on your
previ ous recomendation to the Board, that you did not want
to bring up this topic again and that you had been through
this several times and you felt like the Council's position
was firmy in place and didn't need to take this matter up
agai n.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That pretty wel |
summari zed, not quite as strong as we'd have probably said,
but, yes.

MR JENNINGS: kay, M. Chair, if there
are no nore questions then Doug McBride will provide the
next several briefings.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you.

MR MBRIDEE M. Chairman, the next item
on the agenda is the 2001 annual studies plan. 1'Il try to
make this mercifully brief. Wat | just passed out is the
2001 annual studies plan as approved by the Federal

Subsi stence Board at their neeting on February 26th. |
won't spend a lot of -- well, I'Il spend as nuch tine going
through this as you'd like but I'll just point out a couple
of things real briefly. The front page just sinply

summari zes by region and area, the nunber of projects that
were approved. And | think the thing that will be of nost
interest to the Council here, if you'll go to Page 4, which
is Table 2, this is the Southcentral region program as
approved by the Board and it basically is identical to what
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we di scussed with you when all the Regional Councils net to
revi ew and provide comment on the proposed regional studies
pl an back in January.

And so if you |look at Table 2, the top part
of it are the stock, status and trends projects. These are
the three projects that you chose out of what Staff brought
to you. Like | said there are three projects, they're all
in the Copper River. Two of them have to deal wi th sal nobn
one with steel head. They total $609, 000, in FY-2001 and
then you can see how the financial commtnent of those
prograns in the two remaining years -- we have a three year
-- we allowed prograns to be proposed for up to three
years. And then the bottompart of the table is the
harvest nonitoring and TEK projects. Again, there were
three projects there. They totaled a little over $200, 000.
In total, we're going to spend about $822,000 in the
Sout hcentral region for the 2001 project with the funding
commi t nent of $591, 000 and t hen $401, 000 in the two
remai ni ng years.

M. Chairman, I'll stop there and ask for
guesti ons.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Does anybody have any
questions? Maybe |I'm m ssing sonething here, the weir that
they weren't able to keep in last year, it was up at Tanada
Creek, wasn't it?

MR MBRIDE Yes, sir. That was -- that's
a Park Service and that's part of the 2000 program

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. So that's still
funded under the 2000 progranf

MR M:BRI DE: Correct.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR MBRIDE: Right. There's going to be
just an accounting issue that everyone's going to have to
deal with because you' ve got the prograns that were
| aunched in 2000 and they have multiple year conponents and
now this is the 2011 launching, it wll have multiple year
conponent s al so.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Okay. So the 2000
prograns aren't -- they're not.....
MR. McBRIDE: They're not part of this.
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CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. i ncluded on this
list?

MR MBRI DE: Yes.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: See, that's what | was
thinking that there would be a Iist that woul d show what
prograns woul d be taking place in 2001 and that woul d
i nclude the 2000 prograns, too, you know, so we could keep
a -- maybe in the future, keep a running list, you know,
how prograns are in place, how many years they still have
to go so we can think ahead of time on them and so when we
| ook at this we could see that -- | nmean this | ooks |ike
this is all that's taking place in our district, but it's
not .

MR M:BRI DE: It's not.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And that would be an idea
then in the future like if we could get a chart that would
basi cal |y show, you know, prograns that were put in for the
| ast year, the year before and how many years they stil
have to run and where the funding is comng out. Now, the
funding for that was funded back in 20007?

MR MBRI DE: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, and then spread out
over -- did the Forest Service ever cone up with anynore
noney?

MR. McBRIDE: No.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  No.

MR. McBRIDE: This programthat | just
provided you reflects a 2 mllion dollar funding comm tnent
fromthe Forest Service, which is less than, obviously 3
mllion that was originally.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The original idea?
MR. McBRIDE: Correct, yeah.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Okay. It was just a
question, | mean you never know.

MR MBRIDE: M. Chairnman, | guess one
other coment is as we're witing the cooperative
agreenents and the contracts to actually do these prograns,
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i ndi vi dual organizations who are doi ng these prograns and
one of the key dates that we've got in there is a status
report, | think it's Septenber 1, but it was specifically
desi gned so we woul d have an update on where each of these
projects are in terns of neeting their objectives and their
financial outlook in tinme for the fall Council neetings. |
nean if you want a nore detailed | ook at the status of al
the projects in 2000 and 2001, | mean we can certainly
provi de that.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That woul d be a good i dea,
| think.

MR MBRIDE: It will take sonme tine.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR McBRIDE: | nean obviously -- but |
nmean we're trying to design the programto do that.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: It doesn't have to be such
a detailed one but if we could just -- that way we'd have
an under st andi ng of what is taking place in Southcentral
this year instead of just a snapshot of, you know -- we
could get a bigger picture that way.

MR MBRIDE: Ckay. W're trying to design
a programto do exactly that.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Can | make one ot her
comrent that | would like to see on these?

MR MBRIDE: O course.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | would |i ke to see not
only the title but I would |ike to see who's in charge of
it. | nmean in other words, which -- so that we coul d kind

of see the cooperation and the building of, you know,

conm tnents between different groups and everything and
then it would be nice to know which of these are run by
ADF&G which are run by the Eyak Tribal Council, which are
run by CRFC, you know, or sonething to that point, just,
you know, | guess you'd say title and author but it's not
an aut hor.

MR. McBRIDE: The agency lead.....
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Title and agency, right.
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MR M:BRI DE: Correct.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: O .. ...

MR McBRIDE: And a |lot of those projects
have multiple.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's what | was going to
say, a lot of them....

MR MBRIDE ..... conponents to them

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: .. ... are cooperative ones
and it'd be nice to have a |ist of the agencies, you know.
Because that way we could al so see the picture of the
growmh in -- you know, if we can gradually get a shift from
one agency handling it all to it being nore spread out.

MR MBRIDE: Unh-huh. That will cone
t hrough I oud and clear on the status reports.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Good. Anybody el se have
any questions on this? Fred.

MR ELVSAAS. You give the total of
800, 000?

MR MBRIDE  $822, 300, yes.

MR ELVSAAS: And you said out of a budget
of 500, is that what you sai d?

MR MBRIDEE WlI, the total budget -- if
you' re tal king about the budget for the state?

MR ELVSAAS. No, when you nentioned the
budget, | kind of lost you. | thought you said that you
had a budget of 500,000 and you were going to spend eight.

MR. McBRIDE: No.

MR ELVSAAS: Ch, okay, what did you say
when you nentioned the total ?

MR MBRIDE: Wat | was trying to give you
was the total amount being spent in this region, and the
total anount spent in this region for the 2001 programis
$822, 000.

MR ELVSAAS. Ckay. Right, okay, | see.
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Thank you.

MR. McBRIDE: Even though the -- the
Federal governnent, they don't allow us to do deficit
spendi ng.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | thought -- well, never
mnd. Were did that trillion dollar debt come from
MR JOHN: It wasn't us. | got a question

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Fred.

MR JOHN: Tal ki ng about budget. The state
of Al aska gets a |lot of noney fromthe Federal governnent
for subsistence purposes, do they have to report to the
Federal Board on how t hey spend their noney?

MR. McBRIDE: Absol utely.
MR JOHN. And do they do it?

MR McBRIDE: Yes. Absolutely. The status
reports that | spoke of, | nean it doesn't matter whether
it's ADF&G, anot her Federal agency or rural organization
each one of these cooperative agreenents or contracts will
have reporting requirenments built intoit. And at the
January neeting, we did go through the status reports for
the 2000 -- for the programthat was | aunched in 2000 and
that included everybody that was part of the program

MR JOHN. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anybody el se have any
questions for Doug? (kay, next.

MR. McBRIDE: M. Chairnman, the next thing
on the agenda is the issues and information needs. And
maybe what ['Il do is go through that first and then what |
have is just a real brief summary of what's on the table,
what's been submtted for 2002, because that's the
appl i cation process.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

MR MBRIDE If you go to your book to Tab
F and the first thing in there is a page titled, issues and
informati on needs for the Federal Subsistence Fisheries
Monitoring Programand it's a formbasically to fill out.
And what we're asking for is an update fromyou on the nost



i mportant issues and information needs from your
perspective for funding purposes. Now, you just had a

di scussi on of issues and information needs, and so this
woul d be specific to fisheries. And it would also -- |
guess, | would urge you to be as specific as possible.
Because with the next handout that |I'mgoing to give you,
what you're going to see is we've got a lot of projects
sitting on the table and a much snal |l er anmount of noney to
spend.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR McBRIDE: So the degree to which you
can provi de guidance in terns of funding priorities, then
it makes that job that nuch easier. Wat's in the packet
here, again, is just a formand | think it's very self-
explanatory in terns of priority needs fromthe Regi ona
Council's perspective. And then what follows is this page
that says issues and information needs, this is the
exi sting docunent that we've been working off of. |If you
go into that docunent and the page nunbers are in the upper
right-hand corner, the Qulf of Al aska region is Page 14.
These are the issues and information needs that you
identified that we've been working fromin terns of
sel ecting projects for not only 2000 and 2001, and when you
go through this for your region, | nmean basically what you
see there were two primary issues that you identified and
the first one is on the first page which is the Kenai R ver
and then if you flip the page to Page 15, then you get the
Copper River issues. And if you |l ook, you know, go back to
the handout that 1've given you in ternms of the 2001
program it fits right into that, at |east, on the Copper
Ri ver side.

Now, the Federal Subsistence Board has made
a policy call for 2001 and that policy call is also in
pl ace for 2002 to not consider Kenai Peninsul a prograns
until the rural determination is resolved. But the Kena
Peni nsul a, and particularly the Kenai R ver out of the
picture, the programthat was funded in 2001 is very nuch
directed at the Copper River. And | guess all | would say
is if you have other priorities, funding priorities,
out side of the Copper River for fisheries, | would urge you
as quickly as you can to fill this formout. And basically
what this is designed to do, M. Chairman, is for your
menbers to fill this out and then run these through you and
then back to us in terns of your issues and information
needs and then that will give us the input to update this
docunent .
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Can we run that through
Ann instead of running it through ne?

M5. WLKINSON:  Sure.
MR McBRIDE: Certainly.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So basically what he's
saying right here on the first page in Tab F, if you have
10 sone priorities or issues that you feel need addressed in
11 the area that you're at, in fisheries things, wite them
12 down as a priority and we'll submt themto Ann and go from
13 there. That would get themon the table as issues.

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

15 MR McBRIDE: M. Chairman, | guess just
16 one comment.

17

18 CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  Unh- huh.

19

20 MR MBRIDE: | think the reason that we

21 try to urge that they go through the Council Chair is so
22 that the Council cones up with a cohesive.....

23

24 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

25

26 MR MBRIDE ..... you know, a coordinated
27 package. | nean it's not going to be particularly hel pful
28 if we get.....

29

30 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Do you need this before

31 the fall neeting or can we have tinme to work on this and
32 bring it through the fall neeting and that way we can cone
33 to the fall neeting and we can decide what priority we

34 could give to thenf

35

36 MR MBRIDE: WlIl, |I guess the sooner --
37 we've got -- we've got proposals in for 2002 right now.

38

39 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

40

41 MR MBRIDEE Now, inthe fall -- I'Il go
42 through the 2002 programin a mnute here. But, | nean if
43 you had this pulled together by the fall | think that would

44 help a lot in ternms of making the final decisions on what's
45 going to get forwarded in 2002.

46
47 CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Wwell, that would give us
48 sone tine so we don't have to do it this afternoon then?
49

50 MR. McBRIDE: No.
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

MR. McBRIDE: Are there any other questions
on the issues and information needs? |If not, |I've got a
handout then on the 2002 -- now, this is not on the agenda
but | thought you m ght be interested in this in terns of
what has been submitted and where we're at in the 2002
progr am

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.
(Pause)

MR MBRIDE: M. Chairman, the handout
that | just gave you, what this is is sinply just setting
the stage for what has been submtted for 2002 and then
where we need to go in terns of narrowing this down to a
programthat we can actually fit within our budget. The
first page is sinply just a distribution guideline for the
entire state. And the top part, Table 1, are sone
percentages that |ook at all the regions of the state and
then the two data types, the stock, status and trends and
the harvest nonitoring and TEK. And these percentages are
identical to what the program has been fromthe begi nning.

So for instance, if you |look at the Cook
Inlet Gulf of Alaska area, is a rough fundi ng guideline,
we'd | ook at the avail able noney and try to spend roughly
10. 3, 10 percent of the noney on stock status and trends,
five percent of the noney on harvest nonitoring, TEK, wth
a total of 15 percent of the budget being dedicated to this
regi on.

Ckay, so then the question is, how nmuch
noney is actually going to be available for new work in
2002 and that's the bottompart of the first page, Table 2.
and as we reported to you in January and also to the
Federal Subsistence Board on February 26th, we're
anticipating about 2 mllion dollars available for new work
in 2002. So if you take that 2 mllion dollars and apply
those percentages to it and if you |ook at Table 2 on the
line that says Cook Inlet/Gulf of Al aska; what that neans
is, in total, roughly about $300,000 will be avail able for
this region for new work in 2002.

If you go to the second page, the second
page sunmari zes what was submtted. And we put out a
request for proposals last fall, roughly, we have a
deadl i ne of February 15th, this past February 15th, for
anyone to submt proposals and we definitely got proposals.
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If you | ook at, and | apol ogize for the small type on this,
but if you | ook at Table 3 and | ook at the bottomright-
hand nunber, so it's this nunber here on the table, we have
-- basically what's on the table, if you will for
consideration is about 15 mllion dollars worth of
proposals: that's statewide. And again, we have about 2
mllion dollars avail able statewi de. The second part of
that table, Table 4, sinply narrows that 15 mllion dollars
wort h of proposals sonewhat and the biggest thing that is
of inportance to this region is it takes off the table any
of those subm ssions for the Kenai Peninsula. There was
roughly about a mllion dollars worth of proposals
submtted for the Kenai Peninsula. So if you |look at the
very bottomright-hand nunber on that page, that 13,573. 3,
that's $13,573,000 worth of proposal s being considered
across the state. |If you look at the Cook Inlet/Qulf of

Al aska |ine which would be three |ines up, there's about
1.2 mllion dollars worth of proposals that were submtted
for consideration after we took out the Kenai Peninsul a
proposal s.

Now, in that 1.2 mllion dollars of
proposal s bei ng consi dered, that's new proposals that were
subm tted by February 15th and any projects for which we
had an investigation plan devel oped that was not funded in
2001. And for this region there were several of those. If
you go further back in that table, there were six projects
that were not funded that we had investigation plans for.
So when you conbi ne all those together, again, we' ve got
roughly sonething on the order of $300,000 to spend across
bot h data-types and we' ve got roughly four tines that
amount of proposals on the table. So that kind of goes
back to the inportance of this work here.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Priorities.

MR. McBRIDE: Because the nore focused you
can nake your priorities then the easier it is to narrow
down this 1.2 million dollars worth of subm ssions.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Any questions for
Doug? So that's for the decision-nmaking next year?

MR MBRIDEE Right. And the tine line for
that, like | say, we've got the proposals in hand, we'll be
maki ng a recomendation to the Techni cal Review Conmttee
in about a nonth in terns of -- okay, for this region
there's 1.2 mllion dollars worth of proposals on the
table, we'll be making a recommendati on of sone portion of
that to actually be forwarded for devel opnent of an



investigation plan, and it won't be exactly $300, 000 wort h,
it wll be sonmething in excess of that so that there's a
choice to be nade. Ckay, that recommendation will be nade
roughly in about a nmonth. Then those organi zations that
are invited to devel op an investigation plan, we'll contact
themformally and they' |l be invited to devel op an

i nvestigation plan and those investigation plans woul d be
due sonetinme this sumer, we'll review themand then we
wi || package those up into a draft fisheries resources
nonitoring programthat we'll then bring to the Regiona
Councils for the fall neetings and then for action by the
Federal Subsistence Board next w nter.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Any ot her questions
for Doug? kay, on to the next section then.

MR. McBRIDE: Ckay. The third agenda item
is the rural capacity building program Item No. 4, and
again in Tab F, if you go past the issues and information

needs docunent, what you'll find is a letter in here that
is fromMtch Dementieff, the Chairman of the Federal
Subsi stence Board and this -- the letter is dated February
13th of this year and this is the -- it's gone by several

nanes, the rural capacity building, the partnership
program this is a letter, it was sent out to various
organi zati ons advising themof this program and basically
what's on the table is there's a conmtnent on the part of
the Federal governnment to fund a series of positions
out si de of the Federal governnent by rural organizations
and that's what's being designated as partnerships in the
Fi shery Monitoring Program As originally envisioned there
are nine positions, as it says in this letter, and if you
flip the page, there's a -- this page here that's titled
Federal Subsistence Board partnerships in fishery
nmonitoring, I won't go through this unless you want ne to,
but there's basically -- it just describes what these
positions are supposed to do. And again, as originally
envi sioned, the cost of this programis probably going to
be about a mllion, 1.2 mllion dollars. These are nine
positions spread around the state, outside of the Federal
governnent to do the things that are listed on this page.
And per this letter, this letter invited tribal and rural
organi zati ons to make comrents on this proposed program by
March 15th, just recently. And those comments were due
into the Ofice of Subsistence Managenent, into M. Carl
Jack by the 15th. | know for a fact that he received a | ot
of comments, but | don't know the content of those comments
but they're being gone through right now and what wi |l nobst
i kely cone out next, based on those conments is a forma
request for proposals. So an RFP will go out to nake
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proposals for these positions, that's likely to happen in
the next several nonths and then once the proposals conme in
they'|Il be dealt with on their merits and we'll go from

t here.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any questions on this part
of Doug's presentation? So these went basically to rura
organi zations, tribal councils, village councils and things
l'i ke that?

MR MBRI DE: Yes.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Wwell, | don't hear
any questions, Doug, thank you nuchly for your
presentation. W're going to take a break for a few
mnutes and I'mtrying to -- | thought | saw sonebody cone
in that wanted to testify yesterday. | was thinking that
maybe what we should do before lunch, we have one person
that wants to give oral testinony and did we get the video
yet ?

M5. SHARP: Yes, we did.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So naybe what we shoul d do
is have the oral testinony and watch the video and cone
back after lunch for sone nore reports; how does that
sound? Does that neet the okay of the rest of the Council?

MR JOHN:  Un- huh.

MR ELVSAAS:. That'd be fine.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

(Of record)

(On record)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | have a request from our
adm ni strative staff that request that people that have
attended today and are in attendance, nake sure that you
sign in at the door so we have a record that you were here.
At this point in tinme, we have a request for public
testinony by one of the elders from Copper Center, Markla
Pete, and we're going to give himthe opportunity to
address us just on subsistence issues in general

MR PETE: Ready?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: We're ready when you're
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ready.

MR PETE: Markla's ny nane. And |I'd like
to testify on our hunting ground on the Denali H ghway. W
don't get a chance to get hunting -- 30 days and soneti nes
20 days it's open. From Paxson, about 10 miles on up down
by -- beside the Tanga Lake there to a fewmles this side
of Cantwell. There's nothing but nobile hones, canpers, we
don't have any chance to hunt and that's our old hunting
ground. Just like city up that way. |If you go to any
creek you see an airplane, you see city long ways, it's
nore than that, it's all the way through wherever good
hunti ng pl ace.

And 1'd Ii ke to see do sonet hing about --
we're the one's that owned them grounds before for our
hunting but they're taken over by Fairbanks and Anchorage
and Pal ner and Val dez, what can we do about that? Wo are
we going to cry to? W're trying to get it back as norma
as we can. Qur berry picking is all gone, too. So after
they | eave, if we subsistence hunting, we don't see
anyt hi ng except dead noose or dead cari bou. Leave them

I"mreally against that. | really against those things,
you know. | never seen that way when | was growing up in
this valley. | was born and rai sed here and every one el se

who did that, we stay here. Qur trapline' s been taken.
There's nothing we own anynore out there. W go out there,
that's mne, you can't go over that.

W scare of the law. W don't want to get
in trouble. So we have to say, okay, that's yours. And
every year, we hear about, we're going to change it and
we' re goi ng to change nmachine, we not going to hunt with
that, but | still see after hunting season cl osed, nothing
but machi ne tracks out there and run them animals down with
it and | think they scare themto death. Anybody -- any
human been scared for few days, | believe they go poor,
too, and that's what happens to them nobose and cari bou.

Long time ago, | never seen a poor npose or
a poor calf when | was a kid. | seen ny dad and them kil
caribou, big thick, fat, healthy and noose the sanme way.
Today, you don't see no fat aninmal anynore because they're
scared too nuch.

Fish is the sane way, what they're doing.
We'd go out fish, oh, | got the -- | getting not the right
one, throwit back in there, if human being get hurt in
their mouth I think they're going to die, too, and that's
what's happening. And here they tell us, no, you can't put
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in fishwheel. W don't want to hurt the fish. W don't
wast e anything. W use everything we can on noose, fish,
cari bou, bear, whatever we can get.

I don't know, they never change it. | used
to go to Fish and Gane neeting down in Anchorage and |
haven't heard changing, we used to fight for this. | don't

know why a | ot of Natives don't cone in here, maybe they
don't know the neeting is here, do they know anyt hi ng about
it? Do they?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They shoul d.
M5. WLKINSON: W adverti se.

MR PETE: They should know? | don't talk
behi nd anybody but | know you guys are working, every one
of you, every one of you, Fish and Gane people, | know you
make a living out of it but I just want to let you -- let
you carry this one to | egislator or anybody down in Juneau,
we're getting tired of going to neeting, neeting after
neeting, every year, 10 tinmes a day -- a year, maybe nore
and not hing happens. W'd |ike to see sonet hi ng happeni ng
this year because we're | osing out on everything here, we
don't get no neat anynore |like we used to, we have to go to
the store to get sonething to eat. W never had -- we
don't |like no beef, we never go out for beef, that's what I
wanted to testify about.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any questions. Coments.
MR ELVSAAS: M. Chairnman.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Fred.

MR ELVSAAS. One thing, you know, | have

to agree with what you're saying and that's what we're
trying to do is preserve the right for people to

subsi stence hunt and fish and work out -- you know, it's
certainly not easy but the one thing | did catch you
mention is that we nmake a living at this, I'mlosing ny

living comng up here for these neetings. W don't get
anything for this. W're trying.

MR PETE: Yeah.

MR ELVSAAS: And the unfortunate thing
about this and it's discouraging to a |ot of people is it
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takes so long to get anything done, you know. W were just
tal ki ng about projects that's going to be addressed in the
fall and then nmaybe next year and | truly would |like to see
things done |ike you were tal king about.....

MR PETE: Unh- huh.

MR ELVSAAS. ..... so the people of the
areas have the right, first, to the resources, to the gane
and the animals. And | do truly agree with you that people
will not live very long if you put a hook in their nouth
for awhile and drug them around and then turned them | ose
agai n.

MR, PETE: Yep.

MR ELVSAAS: | truly disagree with hook
and rel ease. Thank you.

MR PETE: Unh- huh.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you.

MR PETE: |I'ma busy man, | got to go to
di nner.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You're not going to stay
and watch the novie with us?

MR PETE: Unh?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You're not going to stay
and watch the novie with us?

MR PETE: | got to go up the hill.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, well, thank you
agai n.

MR PETE: Unh- huh.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, at this point in
time we're going to take a break and watch the novie.

(OFf record)
(On record)
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W' Il call this spring
neeting of the Southcentral Al aska Subsi stence Regi ona
Advi sory Council back in session. W have Timsitting on
the docket to present sonme of the agency reports. Before

he starts, I'd like to nake a short coment. W all got to
see that video, I'd Iike to nmake a suggestion that, we, as
a Council, request that the Federal Subsistence Board sit

down and watch that video as a group and not just be able
to checkoff and say they saw it at one of their next
sessions. Just request it, we can't order themto since
they're our boss and we're not theirs. But if that is
within the wishes of the rest of the Council, we can advise
our coordinator to draft a letter to that effect and ||

be happy to sign it. Wat does the rest of the Counci

t hi nk about that?

MR JOHN:  Yeah.

MR ELVSAAS: You'll have to get thema
copy of the tape.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: That's okay, we'll do

that. |I'msure that will be forthcomng if we request that
they sit down and watch it as a group at one of their next
-- at one of their forthcomng sessions. | think it's

worthwhile looking at it as a group, sinply because | think
you see it different that way. W also have a person who
wi shes to address the Council, is Evelyn here?

MR JOHN: She's not here yet.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: She's not here yet, okay,
so we'll hold her's until later. And at this point in
time, Timis going to give us an agency report on in-season
del egations to field nmanagers, statew de rura
determ nation process. Thank you, Tim

MR JENNINGS: kay, M. Chair, these next
two briefings are informational for the Council and doesn't
require any action on your part. |'ve distributed a
handout that's entitled sel ected agency briefings for
Regi onal Advisory Councils, with a brief sumary of
statewi de rural determ nation process and in-season
fisheri es managenent delegations to field unit nanagers.

"1l start first wth the in-season
del egation to field nmanagers. This is an update for you in
terns of recent Board action. As you know, many of the
fisheries around the state are intertwined with State and
Federal jurisdiction. Many of the fisheries are al so
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managed on an i n-season basis by in-season nanagenent
deci si ons by energency orders on the State side and by
Federal action as needed -- special action or in the case

| ast year, there were sone in-season decisions made by
Federal managers. And the reason for this is, as you're
probably aware, is that the special action process can take
sonme tinme to go to the Federal Subsistence Board for a

deci sion. Sometinmes these decisions on fisheries
managenent, when you get run strength information and
timng information, decisions need to be made fairly
quickly. So on the State side, they' ve already del egated a
| ot of authority to their field nanagers. Last year the
Federal Subsi stence Board del egated sone |imted decision-
maki ng to i n-season managers. This year, the Board, on
February 26th, expanded the del egation to basically match
the del egation that the State has granted to their

managers. As your briefing notes, |ast year the Board

del egated tinme and area decision-making. This year
managers will be able to nake decisions regardi ng gear,
permts and harvest and possession limts.

And the main intent here is so that
subsi stence priorities can be net and if a situation arises
regardi ng conservation issues, that we can act quickly in
terns of conserving fish stocks.

Then the second paragraph notes under this
summary of briefing that you have before you, it's very
i nportant that the Federal nanagers maintain close working
relationships with their State counterparts and are up to
date on recent and the nost |atest fisheries information
Al so to keep the Board inforned of decisions that they may
be considering taking to ensure that the AN LCA nandat es
are going to be followed. Also in-season nmanagers are
strongly encouraged to work closely with Councils and | oca
subsi stence users so that their decisions are not made in a
vacuum And as the last sentence nentions here, if anyone
feels it necessary to challenge a decision of an in-season
manager, feels that a decision has not been nade in the
best interest of subsistence users or conservation, then
there is an avenue through the special action process to
bring that -- or those issues to the direct attention of
t he Board.

["1l just mention a couple other things and
then "Il stop for questions. @Gary Sonnevil is here from
the Kenai Fisheries Resource Ofice. He is the designated
i n-season manager for the Federal programfor the Cook
Inlet area. And if you have any questions or want to have
any dialogue with Gary, this would be a good tine to do so.
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Gary is here mainly because he had not cone to a Counci
neeting before and he said he wanted to beconme nore
famliar with how the Council process worKks.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Coul d we have Gary stand
up so everybody can see who he is?

MR JENNINGS: Gary.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, this woul d be the
i n-season manager on the Kenai.....

MR JENNINGS: For Cook Inlet, yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: For Cook Inlet, okay.
Thank you, Gary.

MR. SONNEVI L: Thank you.

MR. JENNI NGS: The in-season manager for
the Copper R ver for this area is the Park Service
superintendent for Wangell-St. Elias. And then at the
nmout h of the Copper River, down in the Forest Service |ands
are, the district ranger for the Forest Service out of
Cordova is the del egated i n-season manager

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: And that will be Cal Baker
agai n?

MR JENNINGS: It was Cal Baker, is Cal
still there?

MR SONNEVI L: Yes.
MR JENNI NGS:  Yes.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR JENNINGS: So Cal is still the in-
season manager down there.

SoI'll stop there, M. Chair, and see if
there's any questions. Miinly this is just to notify the
Counci| of the expanded del egation that the Board has
recently nade.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | just have one question,
on the challenges to the special action, is there anything
set up to speed the review of those kind of actions? |
guess what |I'msaying is that during an in-season -- in-
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season actions during a fishery can have long termeffects
sinply because there's, you know, once they're nade,
there's no -- and in the tine it takes nornmally to review
them the situation and opportunity have both passed. So
it says here that shoul d anyone feel necessary to chall enge
the deci sion of an in-season manager with a special action

process wWill bring the issues to the direct attention to
the Board, noww |l that bring themin a tinely manner or
wWill -- in other words, is it a process that's set up so

that they can be imediately reviewed or is this sonething
that, you know, is going to happen two weeks down the line
and then two weeks down the line the fishery's over? Do
you have any idea on that?

MR JENNINGS: Well, we haven't had -- |ast
year was the first year, as you know, of Federal nanagenent
i n subsistence fisheries and there were several in-season
managenent deci sions nmade on the Yukon River, on the
Kuskokwi m Ri ver, there was one in Sout heast Al aska. Al of
t hose decisions were carefully thought out, coordinated
ahead of tine, had the support of |ocal users, Council
menbers, State of Alaska. On the Yukon River we issued
joint public announcenents regardi ng Federal in-season
decisions as well as the State in-season decision because
the Yukon River is so -- the jurisdiction is so intertw ned
between the State and the Federal |ands and waters, so we
haven't had that situation arise where a decision has been
chal | enged or thought to be an inappropriate decision. |
woul d say that if that situation arises that the Board
woul d take that very seriously and woul d want to act

pronptly.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. Let's just hope
the situation.....

MR JENNI NGS: Doesn't ari se.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. doesn't arise and
that all decisions are made with that kind of input. But I
know t hat there have been times in the past where decisions
that have been nmade have been chall enged by going directly
tothe -- in the case of the State, they're usually
chal | enged by going directly to the person in charge, which
is the -- Carl Roser (ph), director of fisheries or
what ever he's called, I'mnot sure, and that way you have a
-- you have a place to go that can inmediately review it.
So -- but I'mhoping that that never happens. But
realistically I knowthat it wll.

(Laught er)
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anyhow, thank you. But
there is a process in place and | guess what | want to say
is that I hope and | think that the board understands the
necessity for speed because if there isn't speed in nost
fishery decisions you mght as well not nake the decision
because either the opportunity or the crises has passed.

MR JENNINGS: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Then you might as wel |
take care of it in regulation the next year.

MR JENNINGS: That's correct. And that's
-- they've recognized that and that's why the in-season
del egation. The Board intends to review this on an annua
basis to ensure that the del egation is appropriate and that
t he mandates of AN LCA are being foll owed.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Any other questions
for Timon that?

MR ELVSAAS: M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Fred.

MR ELVSAAS. Did you say Gary was going to
be in-season?

MR JENNINGS: Gary is the -- for Cook
Inlet, yes, on the Kenai, for Lower Cook Inlet. And that
deals with Federal |ands and waters.

MR ELVSAAS. No, no, no, what | was
wondering is what season? |n what season?

MR JENNINGS: Well, it's a fisheries
term nol ogy where sonetines.....

MR ELVSAAS: Ch, okay, so it's just from
the fishing.....

MR JENNINGS: ..... i n-season or during the
fisheries season.....

MR ELVSAAS. Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Fromthe time the fish
start running to the tinme the fish quit.

MR JENNINGS: Right.



MR ELVSAAS. Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: So the termnology is in the
hyphen, season; in-season manager.

MR ELVSAAS:. Yeah, good, good.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any ot her questions?

MR JENNINGS: And as | noted, the in-
season del egation to the Federal nanagers only applies
within our Federal jurisdiction.

MR ELVSAAS. Right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: kay, we'll nove on into the

second briefing that | have at this point, is the statew de
rural determ nation process. This is, again, an

i nformational update for you. | think you're all aware
that in our regulations there's -- it says that every 10
years the programw Il |look at the rural status, non-rura

status of communities on a statew de basis. And as part of
that initiative and partly out of the Kenai Peninsula rural
out-of-cycle rural determnation that the Board recently
did, there was a recogni zed need by the Federal Subsistence
Board to |l ook at the nethodology that's currently in

regul ation and in place regardi ng how do we nake rural/non-
rural determ nations.

So last summer the Board directed Staff to
work with and develop a contract with a third-party to | ook
at the met hodol ogy when naki ng st atew de determ nations.
The contract, scope of work, is still in process of being
finalized. 1It's nearing the point where we expect in the
next several nonths to advertise a bid for potenti al
contractors to work on this. W hope that by summer that
the contract will be awarded and sone draft nethodol ogy
coul d begin to be worked upon.

Regi onal Councils around the state are
participating in the process and will have opportunities to
conmment and rmake recommendations first on the met hodol ogy
and then | ater, once the nethodol ogy has been approved by
the Board through a public process, Councils will have
i nput on the rural/non-rural determ nations within their
regi ons or statew de.

The three Council Chairs that are noted
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here under Item 1l that sit with the Board whenever the
Board is briefed on this issue of statew de rura

determ nation process, the three are Dan O Hara, Chair of
the Bristol Bay Council; WIlie Goodwi n, Chair of Northwest

Arctic Council: and Gerald N cholai of Eastern Interior,
and these were the three Chairs that were designhated so by
the entire group of Chairs, | believe at your |ast neeting

in February, M. Chair
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR JENNINGS: and then the tinme line in
the future to look forward to in ternms of how this process
will unfold, we expect that sonetinme during the winter or
spring of 2002, next year at this time Councils should have
the opportunity to conmment and meke recommendati ons on the
nmet hodol ogy, and then in the fall of 2002, a year and a
hal f from now, we expect and we're hoping that we can be at
a poi nt where the Councils can make recomendati ons
regarding the rural/non-rural determnations for the
conmmuni ti es.

And | don't know if Taylor wal ked back in
-- Ann, is Taylor here?

M5. WLKINSON: | don't see himyet.

MR JENNINGS: 1'Il just nention that
Taylor Breslford sits on the technical commttee that
oversees the third-party contracting effort and if there's
any techni cal questions regarding where we're heading with
this contract, of that nature, then perhaps Tayl or woul d be
avai | abl e to answer questions on that.

So I'll stop at this point and see if
there's any questions on statew de rural determ nation
nmet hodol ogy and t he process.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any questions. Nope,
you' ve done a good | ob.

MR. JENNINGS: Thank you, M. Chair. The
next two briefings will be done by Ann.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Ckay, Ann, you don't have
to get up and go there, you' ve got a m crophone right in
front of you.

M5. WLKINSON: Thank you. The first is
regardi ng Council nenber travel. The Ofice of Subsistence
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Managenent has hired two travel people to handl e Counci
travel and sone staff travel and so each Council has been
assigned to a travel person within our office and then that
person will get to know the Council nenbers and their
preferences, after time, in working with you. 1In your book
at Tab F, alnost to the very end is a paper about travel
rem nders and | also printed one out on pink paper just so
it's easier to keep with you, but there are sone really

i mportant things for you to note. Returning your trave
vouchers, it's very inportant that you do it within a nonth
after the neeting, sooner is better than later.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Rem nder to the Chair,
right?

M5. WLKINSON: Yeah, |I'mIl ooking at you.
(Laught er)

M5. WLKINSON: Anyway, if you do not turn
themin within a nonth, the office will conplete themfrom
what they can estimate your travel was and travel tinmes and
so you rmay or may not get the full anmpbunt that you are due.
The travel advances you get are only 80 percent of the
noney for your per diemclains and travel. Also if you
have extra expenses |ike cab fare and such that we woul dn't
know about then that wouldn't be included but you can wite
that on your travel voucher.

There's al so a new situation that has
arisen with hotels. And we are asking that if you find out
that you will not be attending the neeting, even if it's a
day beforehand, please |let us know so that we can cance
the hotel reservations. W' ve had sone instances recently
where wi t hout 24 hour notice the hotel will go ahead and
charge us the full fee.

And that's basically it. Just one other
thing I wanted to note about that is that when the trave
vouchers that you send in cone to the office, they don't go
tone, | don't see them so | don't know whether you've
sent themin or not.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  You can't even call and
rem nd us?

M5. WLKINSON: So | can't call and rem nd
you. So it's totally up to you. Do you have any questions
about that at all? No, okay.
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The second thing is about the Federal
Subsi stence Lifestyles Art Contest. You'll renmenber |ast
fall we initiated the very first Subsistence Lifestyle Art
Contest for school students all around the state and there
were over 1,300 students who participated in that. Sone of
themsent in only one, sonme sent in one or two, but anyway
it was really a lot of fun going through themto select the
finalist. There were 40 finalists, and those were
presented to the Council Chairs who net last fall at the
Board neeting, and those people selected the winners. And
the winners were -- the two grand prize winners were Kyle
Kruger from Anvik and MIton Koenig fromKivalina. Kyle's
picture is on this year's fisheries book and Mlton's will
be on the wildlife book that cones out. The other w nners
received ribbons and there's a list of all the winners in

the book. | won't read themoff to you. But we did get a
report that the school children were very excited about
this, the teachers really enjoyed it. It was a good thing
for all. And just fromny perspective as sonebody who
sifted through all these 1,300 |ooking at them to select
40 finalist, there was a panel, it wasn't just ne doing it,

sonmething | really very nuch appreciated about it was in
all of the pictures, the people were smling and happy.
The fish being caught were happy.

(Laught er)

M5. WLKINSON: The aninmals w th bl oody
wounds wer e happy.

(Laught er)

M5. WLKINSON: Everybody was smling and
really was touched by that. It neant to ne that these
children have a very good understanding of things and it
was really a good thing to see. And next year we'll do the
same thing. So |I'm hoping even to -- on your next book,
not ebook, put one of the pictures on it. That was just an
update on that for you.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It was a lot of fun
| ooking at all the pictures.

MS. WLKINSON:  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And |i ke she said, we did
a process of elimnation. The Chairs went through them all
and elimnated sonme and then went back through and
el i mnated sone nore and then went back through and
elimnated sone nore until finally they ended up with the
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ones that were the top winners. There were sone really
neat pictures, it was hard to do.

MS. WLKINSON:  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And not every one | picked
won.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But everyone el se said the
same thing so it shows that it was hard to pick which ones
it was going to be.

MS. WLKINSON:  Uh-huh

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, Ann, have you got
anything further you' d like to share with us at this point
in tinme?

M5. W LKINSON:  No.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. Has Evel yn cone
yet ?

MR JOHN:  No.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: No. Ckay, in that case
we're going to go on with our reports. W have a Forest
Service report. The nice thing about Forest Service
reports is they take two and a half hours.

MR HOLBROOK: |1'Il do ny best.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Now, when Steve cones he
al ways brings a stack of papers about that thick to give
us.

MR HOLBROOK: kay. And this is al
i nformation for you.

(Pause)

MR HOLBROOK: M. Chairman, Counci l
menbers. My nane is Ken Hol brook, representing the Chugach
National Forest. | wish to give a brief -- give you a
briefing on the status of our 2000 nonitoring for wildlife
and bring up a couple of issues that have cone up as a
result of that nonitoring.
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In Gane Managenent Unit 7, we've been
noni toring the Kenai Mountain Caribou Herd. W found that
both the popul ation and the habitat -- we found that the
popul ati on has dropped from 450 to 300 in the last three
years, and this is information since this is not a --
there's not a Federal hunt yet at this tinme. W've been
noni toring noose in the Copper River. W had the first
season this year for subsistence. W had five permts
i ssued out of 484 applicants, all five were successful

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

13 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Can | ask a question?
15 MR HOLBROOK: Yes, sir.
17 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That five applicants did

18 not include the permt that went to the Native Vill age of
19 Eyak for a npose?

20

21 MR HOLBROOK: No, it did not.

22

23 CHAIRVAN LOHSE: So it's actually there's
24 si X cows.

25

26 MR HOLBROOK: Six, but that was not
27 through the sane applicant process.

28

29 CHAI RMAN LOHSE: Right. Ckay.

30

31 MR HOLBROOK: W had -- and then this

32 Kings Bay nobose hunt for Chenega and Tatitlek, we conpleted
33 the survey last nonth, the population is down to nine

34 animals. And that brings us to concern and | wanted to

35 talk to you about that and see whether you have any concern
36 with that.

38 CHAl RVAN LCHSE: Wl |, that was one of the
39 reasons that we, you know, recognize that it's a Tatitlek
40 and Chenega Bay hunt and | see they haven't taken an ani na
41 there since 1997 and that was one of our concerns with

42 extending C&T to the Kenai Peninsula for Kings Bay.....

44 MR HOLBROCOK:  Uh- huh.

45

46 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: ... .. whi ch we didn't do.
47

48 MR HOLBROOK: Yes.

49

50 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So basically that hunt,
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Chenega and Tatitl ek have not taken an animal, they've
cl osed the hunt thenselves and the herd is declined from 20
animals to nine ani mal s.

MR HOLBROOK: That's correct.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And there is no other that
takes place on those ani nmals.

MR HOLBROOK: No, there's not. So.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So we could either -- you
could either close it or you could continue to respect the
Chenega and Tatitlek will keep it closed thensel ves.

MR HOLBROOK: Well, | was going to talk to
them and see what they would want to do but | was going to
ask you al so, whether we should actually have the season
cl osed and see what happens with the popul ation.

CHAI RMAN LOHSE: | don't.....

MR HOLBROOK: Because we will continue to
noni t or.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: | think if you continue to
nmonitor, | think the idea would be to talk to Chenega and

Tatitlek. M/ indication is that they recognize the
smal | ness of that noose herd and haven't taken a noose
there for four years in response to it.

MR HOLBROOK: Well, they have hunted but
have not been successf ul

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. You could see what

they think, I think, but at that level -- that's a nargina
herd anyhow, it's not -- it's a question of whether that
herd can maintain itself there. 1It's not -- hasn't always
been. .. ..

MR. HOLBROOK: Correct. And it may not be
in the future

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And it may not be in the
future. |If we go back into hard winters, it may not be
able to sustain.

MR HOLBROOK:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W' ve had a coupl e of deep
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snow wi nters now but.....

MR HOLBROOK: And that's why we feel the
herd' s gone down.

CHAI RVAN LCOHSE: That that affected it?

MR HOLBROOK:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But | would think is the
first thing to do would be to talk to Chenega and Tatitl ek
and if they're willing to, you know, not hunt it then you
don't need to close it.

MR HOLBROOK: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But if they feel that
they're going to hunt it, which | doubt, you could take a
bull up there and not affect anything when you've got three
bul | s and si x cows.

MR HOLBROOK:  Uh- huh.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But if you take two.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh?

MR HOLBROOK: ..... but if you take two
bulls.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR, HOLBROOK: Ckay. | plan on talking to
themand we'll see where we go fromthere. Then with the

nmount ai n goat popul ation and nonitoring in Unit 6, we had
eight permts issued and two goats taken.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: And t hese are subsi stence
permts?

MR HOLBROOK: These are subsi stence
permts, yes. |I'mnot reporting on the State. And the
herds appear to be in pretty good condition. And then the
ot her handout is nmuch nore specific on the goat popul ation
and i nformation.

And then the deer nonitoring, fromthe
pel | et groups and habitat, we're |ooking at a 15 percent
I ncrease in population since 1999. And likely with this
| ow snow year that we've had and probably | ow hunter



00213

success because of the snow not pushing the deer down, the
popul ation is probably up again.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  You shoul d have a big
i ncrease this spring.

MR HOLBROOK: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They never did get any
snow of any depth on the islands, did they?

MR HOLBROOK: No, they didn't. And from
the reports | got that the hunting success was fairly.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Hunting success was
extrenely | ow?

MR HOLBROOK: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So they' Il probably have
two fawns apiece this spring.

MR HOLBROOK: And then we'll have a
concern about habitat as we've seen in the past when things
i ke that happen

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Yeah. Any ot her
information on that -- any questions that anybody el se has
onit?

MR HOLBROOK: And | can go into nore depth
on any of this.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | think I'm probably the
only one that's really.....

MR HOLBROOK: Yes.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  ..... totally interested in
this part here because I know nost of these hunts. | think
you' ve got sufficient information here for ne.

MR HOLBROOK: Ckay.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Now, do you have sone
proposed actions or anything -- or there any proposed
actions fromthe Forest Service that affect subsistence?

MR HOLBROOK: Not at this tine.
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Not at this tine.

MR. HOLBROOK: And you have to understand,
I"m brand new right here.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

MR HOLBROOK: | just walked into this
shortly.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. Right. Well,
that's what | was wondering, is if there are -- there are
no proposed cl osures except for possibly that one on Kings
Bay?

MR HOLBROOK: That's the only one.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR HOLBROOK: And we have sone concern
with what's going to happen with that caribou herd.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  On the Kenai ?
MR HOLBROOK: Yes.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR HOLBROOK: It's not been decl ared C&T
yet, there isn't.....

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: There isn't even a season
on that, is there?

MR HOLBROOK: No, there's not. Just today
-- or yesterday decided to.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W got the C&T.

MR HOLBROOK: ..... make a reconmendati on
for C&T, but there is no season.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Right. So there is no
sport hunt or no subsistence hunt on that?

MR. HOLBROOK: There is sport hunt by draw
permt nmanaged by Fi sh and Gane.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Bul I s?
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MR. HOLBROOK: Yes. And their opinionis
t hat because of the status of the herd now .. ..

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Range.

MR HOLBROOK: ..... and the range that
they'd like to keep the popul ation at the current |evel or
even maybe a little |lower until the range inproves. And
what we are going to -- going to be sanpling the range over
the next couple of years to see what the condition is.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Dependi ng on what action
the Board takes on our decision to request C&T for the
Kenai on that, then it's possible that the next round of
goarounds, we'll have to be | ooking at a subsistence for
t her e?

MR HOLBROOK: That's correct.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Especially if there's a
sport season on it right now

MR. HOLBROOK: There is a sport season so
we woul d expect to see a subsistence harvest on that.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any ot her questions? |
don't hear any. Thank you, muchly.

MR HOLBROOK: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And | didn't catch your
nane, again?

MR HOLBROOK: Ken Hol brook.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ken. kay, Ken, thank

you. kay, now, we have the Bureau of Land Managenent in
G ennallen to give us the informati on on the Copper Road

cari bou hunt -- oh, is the Chena Trail underneath the
Bureau of Land Managenent -- | hope you wat ched that novie
very carefully. Well, is that trail up -- the one that

you' re tal king about, is that on BLMIland or is that on --
you better check that out.

MR. WATERS:. Are you tal king about the
Mentasta Trail there? | thought you was tal ki ng about the
one right in Mentasta al so.

MR JOHN: Yeah, there's one in Mentasta.
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1 MR WATERS: Good afternoon, M. Chairnan,
2 Council nenbers. M/ nane is Elijah Waters, |I'mthe

3 wildlife biologist for Aennallen and |I've qualify that

4 right away saying that I amnot the easenent specialist for
5 dennallen.

6

7 (Laught er)

8

9 MR. WATERS: As you can see -- go ahead.
10

11 CHAl RVAN LOHSE: The easenent's used for
12 hunting so it falls in your I|ap.

13

14 MR. WATERS: That area is not open to

15 Federal subsistence hunts.

16

17 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

18

19 MR. WATERS: (Ckay. As you can see from

20 your handout, we've given out about 2,200 caribou permts.
21 About 1,400 of those are to residents of 13. The npose
22 season, we gave out 723. And for the residents of 20(D)
23 about half of those permts were issued through Fairbanks.

25 Ckay, on the next page, I'Il try to keep
26 this brief, I know Ralph is.....

27

28 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Can | ask you a question
29 before you go on any farther?

30

31 MR WATERS: Sure. Sure

32

33 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It says this is the first

34 year those permts were avail abl e through Fairbanks?

36 MR WATERS: R ght.
37
38 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Last year the residents of

39 20(D) were also eligible for subsistence permts in Unit
40 13, but the permts were issued through G ennallen?

42 MR WATERS: Yes.
43
44 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: How nmuch of a growth in

45 permt issues was there between | ast year and this year or
46 do you have that com ng up?

48 MR. WATERS: Actually that's on the next
49 page. Not a big increase.
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Not a big increase.
MR. WATERS:. Not a big increase at all.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So in other words having
it easier access to getting permts didn't inpact the
amount of permts very much?

MR WATERS:. kay, let ne qualify that.
The year before G ennallen staff actually went to Delta
Junction and issued permts out of Delta Junction. So this
year, since we weren't planning on going to Delta Junction
we tried to accombdate them by giving thema choice of
where they could get their permts.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Now, the year before that
were they eligible?

MR. WATERS:. Yes, this is the third year
that Delta Junction has been eligible.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So the year before that
they were eligible but the permts were issued through
d ennal | en

MR. WATERS: That year we went al so.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Oh, you went.....

MR. WATERS: That was the first year.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You went two years up

t her e?

MR. WATERS: R ght. Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR WATERS: W did go two years to Delta
Juncti on.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR. WATERS:. And this year, like | said,
just to try to make it -- give themtheir choice, we nade
those permts avail able at Fairbanks or dennallen

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR WATERS: (kay, on the next page you can
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see the historic levels of permts that we' ve given out and
also the take. First of all | want to call your attention
to the nobose. Mdose harvest information is now avail abl e
and the total of 40 nopose were taken on the Federal

subsi stence hunt. That is al nost the | owest on record and
when you figure hunter success rate, it is the | owest on
record.

The cari bou harvest information is not
avai | abl e. That season, as you know, goes through the end
of this nonth. That information probably won't be
avai l abl e until April or May.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Do you have a feel for
what's happened up to this point in tinme?

MR WATERS: | actually think it's going to
be | ower than average. Not because of the -- you read a
| ot about the caribou herd, but as you all know, the
success rate on that hunt is nore of a function of aninma
timng, when they're in the area and | think this year it's
going to be lower than average. There's just a few aninmals
in the area now but there's not a | ot of pressure.

Ckay, the next thing | want to point out at
the bottom of the page, |'ve been promsing for a year that
we're going to have a ranger, a | aw enforcenent ranger and
if you were here yesterday you saw the only guy wal ki ng
around in a uniformand a gun, he's our ranger, and he has
been out, you know, getting famliar with the Federal hunt
and has assisted on a couple little investigation-type of
things. Nothing najor.

Also I'd like to introduce our field
manager, Ranone McCoy, and if you have any questions about
easenents, she is the person to talk to.

(Laught er)

MR WATERS: And also | don't know that
this has been nmade public or announced, at |east, but
Taylor Breslford, formally of Fish and Wldlife Service is
al so the state coordinator for subsistence now for the BLM
So just be aware that he doesn't work for Fish and Wldlife
Servi ce anynore.

(Laught er)

M5. McCOY: So he's responsible for the
easenent zoni ng.
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MR. WATERS:. Yeah, that's right.
(Laught er)

M5. McCOY: He's got alot to |learn, just
by associ ati on.

MR. WATERS: Exactly. He's also the state
easenment coordi nator.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Elijah, can | ask you a
question real quick.....

MR VATERS: Sur e.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  ..... before we skip on a
little farther.

MR VATERS: Sur e.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Back to Oficer Ron
Nel son.

MR VATERS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Doe the BLM enf orcenent
ranger also enforce State regul ations such as shooting off
the road and things like that?

MR. WATERS: Absolutely. HE is
comm ssioned to do that.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.
MR WATERS: He.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So he will enforce both
Federal and State regul ati ons?

MR VATERS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: I ncl udi ng | eavi ng gut
piles on the road side and shooting off the road and things
l'i ke that?

MR WATERS: He can -- let nme -- |I'mnot
the person to ask that, probably Ranobne is, he can enforce
t hose regul ati ons and, you know, it's his -- his priorities
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1 are determned by her, you know, not by ne and not by the

2 Federal -- you know, the Federal hunt when it's in but I'm
3 sure that he will enforce whatever he sees. Ranpbne, woul d
4 wyou.....

5

6 M5. McCOY: That's correct.

7

8 MR WATERS:. (kay.

9

10 M5. McCOY: Yes.

11

12 MR. WATERS:. But, yeah, that's a.....

13

14 CHAI RVAN LOHSE: We have a cooperative

15 agreenent on enforcenent between the Federal and the State
16 then?

17

18 MR WATERS: Yes.

19

20 CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

21

22 MR WATERS:. He's pretty -- he's not newto

23 Al aska, he's newto the BLM But he has been an officer in
24 Gal ena and al so Kodi ak, so he's pretty famliar with
25 subsi stence and the hunting regul ati ons al ready.

27 The next thing | want to point out, we just
28 have a permt system-- a conputer-based permt issuing

29 systemin place. W're kind of testing it, tweaking it

30 right now, but next year it should be fully up and running.
31 And the tine it takes for us to issue permts should be cut
32 down to less than five mnutes. Mst of the people we give
33 permits to are repeat custoners so, you know, when | see

34 Ral ph wal ki ng through the door | can have his permt ready

35 to go, ready for himto sign as quick as he wal ks in the

36 door. So it should speed up that significantly.

38 The next thing | want to point out, on the
39 | ast page here, we have sone noney available this year to
40 do a subsi stence user survey. And as the gentl enman

41 testified today, if you go up to places like the trail head
42 at Sixteen Mle on the Denali H ghway, it |ooks |ike Wl -
43 Mart parking lot in Septenber. There's just tons of

44 hunters there and a |ot of those people are State hunters,
45 whet her they're State subsistence hunters or State sport

46 hunters and we have sonme noney to survey those users and to
47 try to figure out what percentage of those are Federa

48 users versus the State users or State hunters and we can

49 get a handle on, you know, whether they' re guided hunters,
50 whether they're sport hunters or whether they're
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subsi stence hunters. And the first step, you know, the
first step is to docunent that, you know, we know that it's
a high use area, we know that that's open to Federa

subsi stence but the first step is to try to docunent it to
show that a | ot of those people are non-Federal users. so
we do have some noney for that.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Can | nake a
suggestion.....

MR VATERS: Sur e.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  ..... for questions to ask
on the survey?

MR. WATERS:. Sure, absolutely. It's not
final yet by no neans.

CHAl RVAN LCHSE: What net hod of
transportation they're going to use and how far they intend
to go back in.

MR WATERS:. That's a key. And if you | ook
at the bullets there, the third one, how users are
accessing the public lands. And as you know, when you turn
in your permts you' re supposed to put how you hunted,
whet her you used a snowrachi ne, ATV, whatever, and that
information is sumarized by Fish and Wldlife Service but
I"mnot quite sure that the hunters are being honest when |
| ook at the results back, because | see a whole |lot nore
ATVs and RVs than | see what's com ng back in the surveys.
So we're going to get a good handle on that to be able to
quantify that.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You nean a | ot of people
are wal king to their ATVs and back?

MR. WATERS: They nust be.
(Laught er)

MR. WATERS:. |'ve done sone pretty good
counts on that this year in Septenber. | surveyed that
area nyself about three days a week and | counted ATV
trailers and RVs and that kind of thing so | know there's a
ot of themout there, but if you | ook at the Federal
subsi stence hunters, those surveys conme in as significantly
| ower than what |'m seeing on the ground. And so we need
to figure out where those people comng from are they
recreationalists, are they hunters, are they Federal, are
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they State, are they sport, what are they?

And the final thing I want to point out and
this is not on your sheet, but as the gentlenan, again,
sai d today about the ORV use or the ATVs and getting on the
trails, we actually have a project. W're trying to fund a
graduat e student who will investigate what inpact those
snowrachi nes have on wildlife with the harassnent, and this
is specifically | ooking at nobose, you know, how they are
stressed by snowrachi nes and whet her that nakes them nore
susceptible to predation or not. So a lot of the Council's

concerns and public's concerns, we are hearing that and we
are addressing those.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you, Elijah.

MR. WATERS: So hopefully 1'll have nore
information on that at the next neeting. And with that,
any questions, | will refer to Ranone or Tayl or.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any questions for Elijah?
Nice to see that sone of our concerns were antici pated.

MR WATERS: Well, it's the same concerns,
I mean I'"'ma hunter nyself, a subsistence hunter now that
I"mqualified, so, you know, you have to be blind to not
have some of those sane concerns. You know, and we know a
| ot of the problens but identifying concerns versus doing
somet hi ng about them is two conpletely different things.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  You' ve done a | ot of
flying in the area in 13, haven't you?

MR VATERS: Yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Have you -- you know, we
just saw an exanple of extreme trail degradation on that
vi deo.. ...

MR VATERS: Yes.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. are there bottl enecks
and places up in 13, where with all of the traffic that we
have up there, the degradation is just as bad?

MR. WATERS: Absolutely. That could have
been -- that trail could have been 20 places up in there.
Al of the major trails, Sweet Lake Trail imediately junps



00223

out, Landmark Gap, M ddl eFork Trail, all of those trails,
you know, they're all like that. That's not, you know, an
I sol ated case.

CHAI RVAN LCOHSE: So even there where those
trails go so far back in, there's places that are damaged
l'i ke that?

MR. WATERS:. Yes, absolutely.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.
MR. WATERS: Any ot her questions?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you, Elijah. kay,
Nat i onal Park Servi ce.

MR JOHN: Evelyn is here.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Evel yn's here?
MR JOHN:  Yes.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE:  Shoul d we take a break and
| et Evelyn testify right now? Are you ready to testify?

M5, HASH: Yes.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: | f the Nati onal Park
Service doesn't mnd.....

M5. SHARP:  No.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  ..... we' |l take a quick
break and a change of pace.

M5. HASH: |'m Evel yn Hash. W al ready
have a darn good centuries old, tried and true managenent
of our resources, the Ahtna people. And we've been
managi ng the land and the water, the air, the rural people
and the fish and the animals. The so-called Denali Park
and M. St. Elias Park and all the other Parks and | ands
bel ongs to one sovereign indigenous tribe or another.

Those who have nade a darn good living off
of Native subsistence and hunting and fishing regul ati ons
have been getting paid for years and years, have failed to
represent the rights of the indi genous people or the
animals and fish, the trees or the environment or to
recogni ze the efficient -- excuse ne -- or to recogni ze our
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fish and gane managenent. Now, you conme yet w th anot her
proposal or nore proposals which took many man hours and
hard work, being away fromyour |oved ones and using up al
your personal tinme, and if our brothers and sisters from
Kenaitze Tribe want to keep their trade routes, get out of
their way. Help enforce, instead, the ones who will only
go with no | aws, harassing, using snowrachi nes, four-
wheel ers across Al aska; |eave us alone. | say it again.

If you want to |learn of our ways and | aws,
we have followed for three ice ages or so, pay our people,
the Ahtna to teach you to | ove and share your own food.

Keep off the ecosystem Help us keep
peopl e off the ecosystem Help us nmake it wal ki ng pat hs
only. Because if you don't keep these trees that are
growi ng here then you won't have air to breath for the rest
of the world. If you kill our land, you kill your own
self. And that's what |'m saying, we need to cooperate
wi th Chi stochina, with keeping the people off of their
| ands and Mentasta and all these villages around here.

Li ke they said, there was only one nain trail, we've stuck
tothe trail. W didn't go run off and dirty it and
pollute it and -- because we know how long it takes for
that vegetation to grow. W know how long it takes for
those little -- very little animal is inportant. Every
little thing, the caterpillars, the birds, everything. You
know, |I hear it's their -- | shouldn't cuss, about their

damm right to -- American right to do anything they want
wi th the snowrachi nes and stuff, but they got to build

i ndoor snownmachi ne pl aces or sonething, they've got to do
-- peopl e have got to stop wasting gas and pol |l uting,
especi ally Ahtna | ands, we don't want them here. W' ve
lived here for so long, we want to be able to keep it that
way because if we don't, the whole world doesn't -- the
world suffers. There will be no free -- no warmair --
nmean no clean air, no clean water, and then what are you
goi ng to do.

You know, it's finally inportant right now
to get these things in place and obey them

And that's all | have to say.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Does anybody have any
qguestions for Evelyn? Thank you Evel yn.

M5. HASH:  Unh- huh.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: kay, just rem nders.
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kay, National Park Service. Hollis.

MR TWTCHELL: M. Chair, Council nenbers,
Hollis Twitchell, Denali National Park. | have nothing
that needs any action on behalf of the Council but I have a
fewthings I1'd like to just update you on that's going on
in the Denali area. The first thing is we took sone tine
in our last nmeeting March 5th to recogni ze our Subsistence
Resource Comm ssion nenbers. WE feel we have a pretty
uni que and amazi ng group of people on our comm ssion
These people are all voluntary in ternms of their service on
the Comm ssion as well. W were adding up the nunber of
years of voluntary service that this particular Comm ssion
represents and we have over 98 years of service by nmenbers,
three of them have been on for 19 years, one for 15 years,
several for seven and others for four. And they've
provided a significant input to Denali in ternms of
subsi stence use in the areas. W took some tinme just to
recogni ze those individuals which we will do with G| bert
when he cones to our next neeting April 30th in MKinley
Village. The rest of the nenbers were at the |ast neeting
and received recognition for their contributions.

The thing that | just handed out to you was
a suggestion by the Subsi stence Resource Conm ssion. They
were concerned that the Park Service was not doi ng enough
to bring information forward to visitors to the Park in
terms of cultural and subsistence use in the Denali area.
So working with the Conmm ssion we put together this
brochure which has a target audience of visitors that are
new to Al aska and new to Denali to hel p them understand
what sort of cultural uses and subsistence activities are
going on in the Denali area. Qur intention is to nake that
avai |l abl e at the entrance so as they pick up the Park
brochure they' Il be able to pick this up as well and get a
little bit of information of what's going on in the area.

W al so have just finished a nunber of
pretty interesting projects. One of themwas the
et hnagr aphi cal review and assessnent of the area, which is
really designed to gather all information that's avail able
out there and organize it in layman's terns for nmanagers to
better understand the cultural uses of the area. W've
just finished that report and I have a copy of it here that
"Il leave with your coordinator. You can look at it if
you choose to. She'll have a copy of it for your
ref erence.

Anot her conponent of that overvi ew and
assessnent was contracting with our tribal Councils for our
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conmuni ties around Denali, to provide them an opportunity
to wite their own village or comunity histories and
present the type of information that they feel it's

i mportant for our sales managers to know about them and
their use areas. So that was done for the conmunities of
Cantwel |, N kol ai, Telida, Lake M nchum na and Tanana, so
have copies of those reports as well. And I'll |eave those
with the overvi ew and assessnent w th you.

The last thing | was going to nention is
that we've started a program which we go into the
conmuni ties, again, wth concurrence of the triba
councils, working with themto revisit our conmunity use
profile studies for several of our areas that were done in
the early "80s. W're concerned that the information
that's presented in these conmunity profile studies may not
necessarily represent the long-termhistoric use of the
conmuni ties and the people, use of the areas. So we've
gone back in with an intention to not only update the
community profiles to nore current information, since nany
of these studies were at |east 15 years ago when the State
visited the communities, but also to generate that
historical record back as long as we can. The intention
here is we've had a lot of difficulty in dealing with sone
customary and traditional use aspects of subsistence users
in Denali and we feel a part of that difficulty is because
we didn't have a really good data base and information to
work with so this is an effort to try to elimnate those
sorts of difficulties in the future. And again, when we go
into the communities we hire and work with |ocal people to
assist and to gather the information as well.

So with that, those are just sone of the
nore recent projects we just finished |last year, Native
pl ace mappi ng project, where we again worked with the
tribal councils and the | ocal elders to expand and build
upon our information in terns of place nanes in the Denal
area. And although, | didn't bring a copy of that report
with ne, I will also provide it for yourselves. So we've
expanded t he nunber of place nanes associated with the
Denali area to over 1,500 place nanes, and those would
represent all of the cultural groups associated with the
different regions of Denali. So we're very pleased with
that and our intentions would be sonetine in the future
when nore fundi ng becones available to try to produce a
map, a place nanme map, W th annotations on the back
representing the Denali area. So hopefully we'll see
sonmething like that cone out in the next few years.

So with that, if you have any questions,
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"Il try to answer them

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | have one question, the
pl ace nanme one kind of interests ne, at the sane tinme | was
wondering, with the place nanes did, |ike a place nanme up

by Chi sana was, Two Rivers, have you included the
translations in that?

MR TWTCHELL: W' ve been working with Jim
Carey, fornmerly of Al aska Native Language Center for
basically the | ast year and a half, and he has not only
conpi l ed the nanes, but annotations and along with that a
ot of the stories that go along with those nam ngs. You
just don't go out and get a name.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: R ght.

MR TWTCHELL: ..... t here's al ways
significant histories associated with the whol e aspect of
the nam ng and the region and the events associ ated there.
so he's done work, building upon what other people have
done in the past so we're very happy with what he's done.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you. Any ot her
questions for Hollis? Thank you, nuchly. | have to ask

Devi, are you keeping up with Denali and doing just as good
a job as Denali is doing?

(Laught er)

M5. SHARP: It's difficult being the little
sister.

MR VEACH 1'd say, yes, we are on a 20th
of the budget.

(Laught er)

M5. SHARP: (Good afternoon, M. Chair and
Chair people. This is Devi Sharp, Wangell-St. Elias
National Park. | also have just informational things,
not hi ng that needs decisions. | have been |ong prom sing a

cul tural anthropol ogi st and subsi stence speci alist, Dave
Crupa will be joining Wangell-St. Elias staff. He is
pretty well known in Alaska. He works for the University
of Al aska-Fairbanks in the Oral H story Departnment. He's
done sone contract work for both us and Denali and some of
the other Parks doing the video juke box program He's
interviewed a nunber of the elders in the Valley and | | ook
forward to having his help and being able to do sone of the
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projects that Hollis has been able to do having a cul tural
ant hr opol ogi st on the staff.

Carl Mtchell, the wildlife biologist has
transferred to ldaho to the U S. Fish and WIldlife Service
and Carl will be sorely mssed by nyself and the staff.
There is a vacancy announcenent out right now for a
wi I dlife biologist.

W have started -- or we're planning and we
will start the summer, sone sheep research to | ook at sone
basi ¢ rel ati onshi ps between habitat and sheep popul ation
denography. Maybe we can answer the question of why the
sheep are so big up the Chitina R ver.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: O the Chisto.

M5. SHARP: Yeah, right, and that will be
done through a graduate student out of the University of
Al aska- Fai r banks.

Aht na Construction has started working on
the visitor's center. They started a few days ago for
their spring work, they hope to be conpleted with the
exterior of the building at the end of this season and we
hope to nove in in 2002.

CHAI RMAN LOHSE: And that will be
constructed exactly where?

M5. SHARP: It's on the Richardson H ghway.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: On one of the overl ooks?

M5. SHARP: Yeah, one overlook is a gravel -
collecting site and the other one that's closer to town,
closer to Gennallen. It's the one that has a gate and
sone orange.. ...

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: kay.
M5. SHARP: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: So it's between here and
A ennal | en overl ooki ng the Wangel | s?

M5. SHARP: Right, about a tenth or two-
tenths of a mle towards dennallen fromthe junction of
the A d R chardson H ghway.
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: WI I you be where you can
| ook on the Copper, too?

M5. SHARP: There's a trail.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You won't be directly over
t he Copper?

M5. SHARP: No, we're not directly over.
W all look forward to noving into our new offices. W've
al ready outgrown the buil ding.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Bureaucracy does.

M5. SHARP: CQur Subsi stence Resource
Conmi ssion net last nmonth in Qul kana. And the SRC has, for
awhil e, requested to put in a proposal to the State to
change the State regulations in Unit 11 in the Preserve
fromany sheep to three-quarter curl for State hunters,
that's non-subsi stence hunters.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Non- subsi stence hunters.

M5. SHARP: So in Unit 11 Preserve, it
woul d be that State hunters, sport or State subsistence
hunters could only take three-quarter curl and that any
sheep woul d be left for subsistence hunters.

CHAI RMAN LOHSE: Wth C&T in Unit 117

M5. SHARP: Yeah. Right, with C&T...

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They woul dn't need a 1344,
they just would need C&T right?

M5. SHARP: If they already have -- whoever
-- the existing rights apply.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. SHARP: If you already have C&T or if
you al ready have a 1344.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: O you're a resident zone
conmuni ty?

M5. SHARP: Right.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.
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M5. SHARP: Unit 11 is one of the very few
units in the state that has any sheep. And it gets used
pretty heavily. There's not very good access and that's
what protects the sheep fromgetting overhunted. But
people find a way and we would like to error on the side of
conservati on.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: |'ve never been able to
figure out why, on the one place where sheep are accessible
by road they'd open an any sheep season.

M5. SHARP: Right.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It just absolutely bl ows
nme away.

M5. SHARP: To be honest |'ve never figured
it out nyself.

The next Wangell Subsistence Resource
Conmi ssion neeting will be sonetinme in |ate Septenber in
Ment asta Lake and the date will depend upon the date that
Sout hcentral chooses, because we have figured out that it's
advant ageous for us to be ahead of you so we can provide
our recomrendati ons on proposals.

W plan to put some gravel on the trail to
Bat zul netas and we're responding to a request and approval
by the people that live at the end of it, the people from
-- Gandma Katie and Doris Charles and the peopl e who use
the cultural canmp. It's on Federal land, it's an easenent
on Federal land. W're doing it to protect the Park.....

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

M5. SHARP: . .... because we're getting the
creep on the easenent.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

M5. SHARP: And we will try our very vest
to sign it and keep it frombeing a public attractant.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Have you thought of doing
i ke the Forest Service does and put in an all-weather wood
boardwal k i nstead of gravel because it has |ess inpact on
the -- you know, on the surrounding terrain?

M5. SHARP: | don't think we want to go
there. 1 don't think we're ready to nmake that kind of
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i mprovenent.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: (Okay. So you're just
going to -- just fill sone of the hol es?

M5. SHARP: W're just mtigating
envi ronnment al damage. .. ..

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. SHARP: ..... by keeping in the existing
ri ght-of -way.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. SHARP: On public land, not on -- we
can't do that on private | ands, we can't use the Federa
funds for private |ands.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | just know that if you
put two boards, people stay on the two boards.

M5. SHARP: Yeah

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  If you fill it with
gravel, people can still wal k around as the gravel gets
wet .

M5. SHARP: Right.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: You know?

M5. SHARP: Right now we feel |ike we need
to take a very light approach to it because it leads to a
sacred site and we don't want to nake it any nore of an
attractant.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Uh- huh.

M5. SHARP: W would |ike to protect the
land and facilitate access for culture canp.

MR VEACH | net nention, too, the trai
is used by full-sized vehicles, so it would be quite an
endeavor to nake a boardwal k there.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ch, okay.

M5. SHARP: Yeah, it is.



00232

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. SHARP: Let's see, at the Subsistence
Resource Commi ssion, a resident from Sl ana brought up a
concern about someone who is trapping on the trail. And he
want ed to know whet her we could pronul gate regs --
regul ati ons that woul d prevent people fromtrapping on the
trail in the Park and the Subsi stence Resource Conm ssion
said, that they would nmuch prefer that it be solved on a
conmunity basis rather than by regulations. And the
conflict is between soneone trapping on the trail and
cross-country skiers and mushers and ski-jorers and | think
it was very good advice from our Subsistence Resource
Conmission to try to solve it at a community |level. But |
think the inportant thing is to recognize that this is just
t he begi nning of the user conflicts. As we grow as a Park
and as we have nore visitors with expectations of doing
different kinds of activities, that we're going to have to
deal with that and we recognize that, and | think it's just
t he begi nning of that.

And Eric has sone fish.....
MR VEACH  Yeah, | just thought 1'd

nmention, real briefly, M. Council -- M. Chairman, Counci
menbers, Eric Veach, Wangell-St. Elias National Park. W
will be operating our weir in Tanada Creek again, as was

nmentioned earlier this norning. And one of the things that
we're trying to do in addition to operating the weirs, we'd
like to install a video-counting tower that we think that
we coul d continue to nmanage out of Park-based funds over
the long-termafter FIS funding runs out. Because we see
that there's going to be a long-termneed to continue to
noni tor that fishery.

Anot her project that was funded through
FIS, starting this year, as Doug nmentioned this norning, is
t he steel head harvest nonitoring project in the Copper

River and the Park will be perform ng that project in
cooperation with CRNA, and that will be to nonitor the
harvest of steel head, and actually we'll nonitor the

harvest of everything that's caught in a couple of fish
wheel s between May 15th and May 31st, which is the extended
Federal season

The Park will also be beginning a fresh
water fish inventory across the Park this sunmer and we're
really | ooking forward to that. W' ve got good information
on sal non and steel head distribution throughout the Park
but we really don't know nuch about the rest of the fish
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species that occur in the Park and this will try and get a
handl e on all the fish species.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Eric, is that information
all public information?

MR VEACH It certainly will be, yes. |
mean you could retrieve it imediately through a request
but we'll make a publication at the end that will be
avai | abl e.

W' re al so working down in the G acier Bay
Preserve. W have a TEK project that was funded through
FIS that we'll be starting this sutmmer. And this will be
| ooki ng at both subsi stence use of fish in the Dry Bay
area, but also traditional habitat managenent.

W' ve submitted a proposal to al so
summari ze the existing information, this is a proposal that
potentially could be funded in 2002, we just recently
submtted it to FIS. Essentially what this would do is it
woul d conpl i nent the TEK proposal by summarizing all the
exi sting Western science to maybe try and understand what's
causi ng the decline of sockeye in the East River at this
poi nt .

And also in Dry Bay, this year, we're
starting a -- it's really just a GS project, we'll be
| ooking at four sets of aerial photos and trying to map the
change of the extent of the estuary in Dry Bay. W think
that that may have had sone influence on why we've seen a
decl i ne from about 250,000 fish to 20,000 sockeyes
returning in Dry Bay. So that's a project we're rea
exci ted about.

The only other thing | had to nention is we
will be issuing the Batzul netas permts out of the Slana
Ranger Station this summer and we'll al so be issuing
A ennal | en subdi strict subsistence fishing permts, both
out of the Slana office and al so our Chitina Ranger
Station.

I think that's all | had.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anybody have any questi ons
for Eric? | have two questions. That video counting
tower, is that going to be a manned tower or is that going
to be sonmething that will be able to left on automatic
| ater?
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MR VEACH M intent is it would be
sonet hing that we would check daily but that it would
basically function automatically. So we'll have a video
canera pointed out the stream we'll have sonme brightly
col ored boards across the bottom of the stream and then
essentially we'll count the shadows as they nove upstream
t here.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And then all that has to
be done is the filmretrieved at regular interval s?

MR VEACH Right. And nake sure the
batteries are stayi ng charged.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: R ght.

MR. VEACH And | haven't quite figured out
all the details but, yeah, ny thought would be a person
could just visit that once a day and nmake sure it's
functioning, switch the tapes and it would be a lot |ess
| abor-i ntensive than having a crew.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Put a new battery in and
go?

MR VEACH  Yes, exactly, yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | have one ot her question
You didn't nention, Devi.....

MS. SHARP:  Un- huh.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. and that was the
photo inventory that was being worked on, is that still --
Is that project still going forward?

M5. SHARP: The historic photos?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The historic photo
i nvent ory?

M5. SHARP: Ch, yes, that's -- we hired
Jeff Blakley in a permanent position. He's the historian
who is witing an admnistrative history and he has a
passion for historic photos, so, yes, that project is still
going. W have a good collection of historic photos and
try to, each year, put aside a little bit of change to
build that collection and protect it properly.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Has he gone out of his way
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to get ahold of sonme of these older folks that basically
still know who's in the pictures and what the pictures were
about ?

M5. SHARP:  Yep.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Because as we | ose peopl e
i ke, you know, Al Taylor, and Henry Bell and stuff |ike
that, we |ose the people that know who the people in the
pi ctures are.

M5. SHARP: Jeff does visit elders. He
does oral interviews with people and tries to identify.....

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Takes as many phot ogr aphs
as he can and says, do you know this is?

M5. SHARP: Yeah. | know that every spare
di me of change he gets, he personally builds his collection
and then donates copies to the Park.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. SHARP: W're getting a great deal. W
have a great historian and it's a terrific resource. He's
working on a project, an admnistrative history for the
Park and it's really hel ped us recogni ze how deci si ons were
made and why they were nade in the last 20 years. And
there is a big section on subsistence.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Any ot her questions for
the National Park Service? Fred.

MR ELVSAAS: On the video weir, is this
video going to do a count as it's going or are you going to
have to view t he vi deo?

MR VEACH Well, there's a couple
different types of technology out there and I'ma little
bit behind the curve. 1'm nmaybe not as technol ogically
oriented as | should be and so I"'mstill trying to figure
it out. There's two options. One would essentially be
just a sinple video canera and that woul d i nvol ve soneone
pl ayi ng through the tape and counting the fish.

(Laught er)
MR. VEACH But there is sone technol ogy

out there nowto actually use digital technology and then a
conputer would be able to essentially count the frames that
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had shadows of fish in them so, which if we can afford to
go that route, I'd like to go that route because it woul d
cut down the | abor that nuch nore.

MR ELVSAAS. Yeah, otherwise, if you run
24 hours of tape, is sonmebody going to watch it 24 hours
and. . ...

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  You could watch it in an
hour .

MR. ELVSAAS. Yeah, okay.
M5. SHARP: Fast forward.

MR VEACH  Yeah, | haven't had a | ot of
experience with this sort of work but the people |I've
tal ked to that have, you know, you will have big chunks of
time where fish aren't noving and so you can fast forward
through there pretty quick and then as you start to see
fish you can sl ow down and start counting again.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: | don't knowif it's on
vi deo canmeras, | know on novie canmeras you can set them so
it's slow photography. | nmean you' re not |ooking for a

snooth picture, you can set them sl ow enough that you're
getting a frane often enough that you' re not m ssing
anyt hi ng.

MR VEACH  Yeah, yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W did that on Crystal
G owm h one tine and we could, you know, video 24 hours
worth of Crystal Gowh in five mnutes of film

MR VEACH  Ch, cool.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And not m ss anyt hi ng.

MR. VEACH. Oh, good deal.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You know, so you can do
sonmething |ike that.

MR VEACH  Uh-huh

MR ELVSAAS: On one of our islands, we |et
this team out of Honer, they' ve got caneras that take these
time photos, they had three of them one right in the nest
and when you put it on and speed it up, you can see the
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novenent of the birds just |ike you' re watching birds nove.
MR VEACH  Uh- huh

MR ELVSAAS. Sonetinmes they nove very
fast, other tines they sit there for hours and not hing
happens.

(Laught er)

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: | think that's a good
technol ogy to devel op because that will have, you know,
that's got real potential for sone of these snal
cl earwat er creeks and you could get a pretty accurate
count .

MR. VEACH.  Uh- huh, yeah

M5. SHARP: Yeah, we need a | ong-term pl an
for nmonitoring that stream

MR. ELVSAAS. One nore suggestion, on this
thing that we have on Qull Island, it's transmtted to
Honer so the people.....

MR VEACH  Ch, great.
MR ELVSAAS: ..... in Honer can walk in the

bui | ding and watch what's going on. And that nmay be a way
to transmt the video rate to your headquarters.

(Laught er)
MR VEACH Yeah, that'd be ideal.

M5. SHARP: Dial up to Channel 13 and watch
Tanada Creek run

(Laught er)

MR ELVSAAS. Get up in the norning and
count the fish.

MR VEACH  Yeah, that's what | dream
about, that | can cone in in the norning, have ny cup of
cof fee and see how many fish cane through Tanada Creek the
ni ght before, you know.

(Laught er)
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It's not so funny because
it's not very far off.

MR ELVSAAS: No. No.
MR VEACH  Right, yeah.
MR ELVSAAS: It will happen

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And with the new digita
conmuni cation systemthey're tal king about putting in the
Vall ey, a lot of those things becone very possible. So any
ot her questions for Park Service? Wll, I'mglad to see
that you guys are actually thinking of things |ike that.

kay, we have Al aska Departnent of Fish and
Gane, do we have a representative here? Tom

MR TAUBE: M. Chairman, Council nenbers.
My nane is Tom Taube, I'mthe area fisheries biologist in
the G ennallen area for Fish and Gane Sportfish Division.
| provided you a sunmary of our 2000 subsi stence season for
both the Chitina subdistrict and d ennallen subdistricts
that I -- 1 don't have any formal discussion here, | guess
I just want to nmake nyself available for any questions you
may have about that summary or this upcom ng fishing
season.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Can we just ask sone
general questions?

MR TAUBE: That'd be fine.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: | haven't had a chance to
| ook at the summary yet.....

MR TAUBE: Un- huh.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: ... .. but on an overal
average basis, was this a average year, better than average
year, worse than average year from a subsistence
st andpoi nt ?

MR. TAUBE: Based upon harvest for the
G ennal l en subdistrict it was about average. It fel
within the range that the Board of Fisheries has set for
neeti ng subsi stence needs. The chi nook harvest was the
hi ghest on record. Estimate harvest was about 5,000 for
the dennallen subdistrict. For the Chitina subdistrict,
it was agai n about average, right about 100, 000 total
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harvest. Chi nook harvest was down due to the Board of

Fi sheries action reducing the bag limt fromfour to one.
So we saw it down to about 3,000 fish, it was half of what
it had been recent years. So overall subsistence harvests
were -- if you' re looking at just total harvest, were right
at about average.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And the tim ng?
MR TAUBE: It was | ate.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And was the whol e thing
j ust skewed back?

MR TAUBE: Skweed back and | think that
was part of the reason why we saw an increased harvest of
chinook, particularly in the dennallen subdistrict because
those fish were late so the wheels were nore prone to catch
chi nook.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: The only fish there were
chi nook.

MR TAUBE: Correct.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Has there been any
i ndi cati on that subsistence needs weren't net? | mean have
you heard any?

MR TAUBE: W haven't heard of anybody who
said they weren't getting fish. 1In fact, early on there
were a | ot of people who were shutting down their wheels
because they were getting so many chi nook, they didn't know
what to do with them They nmay have been | acking in
sockeye, but we didn't hear any reports about that. There
are still people that were taking their 500 fish or, you
know, whatever they needed. It mght have taken a couple
nor e days.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Now, I'Il ask a real silly

question, was there any conplaints by people who had to eat
ki ngs instead of reds?

MR TAUBE: Not that | know of.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | actually do know peopl e
that do prefer reds over kings, | don't know why but | know
there are peopl e who do.
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MR ELVSAAS. M sister does. She doesn't
care for kings at all.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's |i ke sonebody that
doesn't eat npbose neat.

MR ELVSAAS:. Yeah.
(Laught er)
MR ELVSAAS: W just |augh at her.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Anybody have any ot her
questions for Ton®

MR TAUBE: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Thank you, Tom  Thanks
for the report. 1'll get a chance to I ook at that |ater.

MR TAUBE: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, with that, we have
ot her new busi ness. Does anybody on the Council have ot her
new busi ness they'd like to bring forward? If not, as
Chair, 1've got a few pieces of new business to bring
forward. One, | attended the Chair neeting and work
session and sonme of you were there and sonme of you weren't,
but at that Chair neeting we ended up appointing people to
different protocol commttees and it turned out we could
only get one person fromeach Council, so all of you that
put your nane in the hat did not get appointed. | feel
sorry for you that you m ssed the opportunity to be on a
protocol conmttee.

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But, Gl bert, they
appoi nted you.

MR. DEMENTI: They did.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So you have the one for
Jul y managenent .

MR, DEMENTI: Ckay.
CHAl RVAN LOHSE: For the rest of the

information, | did get appointed on the C&T committee. It
was a profitable neeting. W net as Chairs, we net as
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people, we |earned. W |earned sonething about each other.
We had an opportunity to deal with things. | thought it

was well worthwhile attending. To go on to one nore thing,
I would like us, if it's possible, if it's within reason, |

woul d i ke us, as a Council, to -- and | don't know, naybe
Fred could help ne with this, who we would give it to, but
I"d like us, as a Council, to express our regrets for the

| oss of Fred John Sr., and our respect for himand his
appreci ation of his work in subsistence and also for his
son. And woul d we address that to Katie, or how would we do
that, what would be the proper way to do it Fred?

MR JOHN. | don't know, send it to ny
not her .

CHAI RVMAN LOHSE:  Uh?

MR JOHN: \What ever, yes.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Send it to your nother?

MR JOHN. (Nods affirmatively)

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: And if the rest of the
Council will go along with that, I'd like to ask Ann to
wite us a letter like that and we can all sign it.

M5. WLKINSON.  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Because | think we owe
people |ike that respect. W all have sonething we could
| earn fromthem and | hope everybody did learn from him
i ncludi ng his son.

Wth that, we have the tinme and the pl ace
of the next public neeting.

MS. WLKINSON: Yeah

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Can you give us our
wi ndow?

M5. WLKINSON:  Yep.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It | ooks like Septenber
10t h through Cctober 19th.

MB. WLKINSON:  Yes.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Does anybody on this



00242

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

Council -- oh, Ann.

M5. WLKINSON: Well, M. Chairnman, before
| left the office, I was given a copy of the cal endar
showi ng the dates ot her Councils have already sel ected and
I can just fill you in on that really quick.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. WLKINSON: Septenber 27 through 29th
is the YK-Delta Council. Cctober 2nd through October 4 is
Western Interior. COctober 5 and 6, Kodiak Al eutians.
Cctober 9 through 11 is Eastern Interior. And 11 and 12
are Bristol Bay. And we do share Staff people with the
Kodi ak Al eutian Council and Bristol Bay Council.

CHAIRVAN LOHSE: So if we overlap YK or
Western Interior or Eastern Interior, that's not critical
but it would better if we didn't overlap anybody?

M5. WLKINSON: Right.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Ckay.

M5. WLKINSON:. And Eastern Interior, we
m ght want to be a little careful about because we do have
some overlap -- usually crossover proposals.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, this year we had it
fairly early, noose season was still on. 1In fact, the |ast
day of npose season.

M5. WLKINSON: The | ast day.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: What's the w shes of the
rest of the Council? Wuld you prefer to do this early or
late? As a Chair, it works better for ne late, but | wll
wor k around whatever | amdoing to try to be there if the
rest of you feel a need to be there early.

MR ELVSAAS. The wi ndow was Septenber 10th
to Cctober what?

MB. WLKINSON:  20.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Yeah, 20th or 19th, yeah.
MR ELVSAAS. W're sharing Staff with

Kodi ak and Bristol Bay, that's the 5th and 6th and 11th and
12th; is it crowding themto be in between that? After the
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12th we're getting close to Native corporation neetings and
AFN and things of that nature.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Would it hurt if we
over | apped Eastern Interior one day? W don't share Staff
with Eastern Interior.

MR JOHN. Which one is Eastern.

M5. WLKINSON: W don't share Staff with
them no.

CHAl RVAN LCHSE: W share.....

MR DEMENTI: The 8th is a Federal holiday.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Ckay, the 8th is a Federa
hol i day so that doesn't work. What if we would junp al
the way up to like the 1st, 2nd and 3rd, then we'd overl ap
Western Interior by one day or two days; does that cause
any probl ens?

M5. WLKINSON:. Well, not to me.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Not as far as anybody's
concer ned?

MR, ELVSAAS: \Wich days were you sayi ng?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | was | ooking at the first
three days in Cctober.

MR ELVSAAS: That would be fine for ne.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That way Septenber and al
of its hunting seasons and berry picking and everything is
over.

MR ELVSAAS:. [It's good with ne.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It's just in the mddle of
woodcut ti ng.

(Laught er)

MR. DEMENTI: A good tine.

MR ELVSAAS: Looks good to ne.
MR JOHN: It's good.
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MR DEMENTI: Do we need three days or just
two?

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: | think we need to plan
for three. | don't know how many proposals we're going to
have on the table. W've always planned for three in the
-- well, we haven't either, we planned for two this tine.
How about if we plan for the 1st and 2nd and as the agenda
cones together, if we have to we can stretch it to the 3rd.

MR JOHN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Does that sound good to
everybody? But if we can finish by the end of the second,
we' |l finish on the second or does that conplicate things
for us to do it that way?

MR DEMENTI: You nean finish it on the

3rd.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: What ?

MR DEMENTI: If we need to we finish it on
the 3rd.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: |If we need to we'll finish
on the 3rd.

M5. WLKINSON: Well, when planning the
neetings, finding the neeting space, it depends a | ot on
what the neeting space is. Sone people are a |lot nore
flexible than others, so that will be dependent on

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Well, | know a rea
flexi ble space that tinme of the year

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Kenicott d acier Lodge or
Cor dova.

M5. WLKINSON: But usually the agenda, we
try to get that done a nonth, at least, a nonth in advance.

CHAI RVAN LCOHSE: | think we could have a
| ook at the agenda to know whether we need to do it for
three days or two days in plenty of time, don't you?

MR JOHN: Yes.
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CHAI RVAN LOHSE: So we'll figure Cctober
1st and 2nd. That would nean we would travel on a Sunday
and be there for Minday and Tuesday.

M5. WLKINSON:  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Does that cause probl ens
for anybody?

MR ELVSAAS. No, it doesn't for me but in
| ooking at the timng, | think extending a neeting for a
day is harder than shortening a neeting a day. You know,
if you re planning you should plan for the three, rather
t han two.

M5. WLKINSON: Yeah. | would, as soon

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: W'l | plan for three but
if the agenda | ooks |ike two, she can make arrangenents for
t wo.

MR ELVSAAS. And shorten it, yeah.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay.

MR ELVSAAS: | would rather block that day
out than say, hey, | got a conflict here.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE:  Yeah.

MR ELVSAAS. | will have a conflict
anyway, ny nother-in-law s birthday's on the 2nd.

(Laught er)
MR ELVSAAS: And she |ikes ne.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Gkay. | was wondering
what kind of conflict you were tal king about.

MR ELVSAAS: But also in planning the
pl ace, after our neeting in Mentasta, which | thought was
great, you know, getting in the areas that we're tal king
about, it's a great thing and | think it was well attended
but there was a terrible article about us in the Peninsula
Clarion by Les Pal ner, about calling Mentasta the m ddl e of
nowhere, | thought that was terrible

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: That's his probl em
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MR ELVSAAS: You know, | think it should
be our efforts to try to neet in the areas that we're
tal ki ng about, the people we're tal king about so they can
be available -- you know, it's all too easy to neet in
Anchorage, but you miss the touch with the people. And
maybe Les Palnmer likes it in Soldotna, he lives in
Sterling, which is the m ddl e of nowhere.

(Laught er)

MR ELVSAAS. And, you know, it's just too
bad, but | hate to see things like that. He's definitely
agai nst subsi stence and agai nst any Nativeness at all. So
with that, maybe we should go to McCarthy @ aci er

M5. WLKINSON:. M. Chairnman, about M.
Palmer, | did find out that he is not a paid journalist for
the Peninsula darion. HE sends those in on his own. They
consider himto be a public opinion person. So he's just
one of the guys, you don't have to regard his opinion nore
t han soneone el se's.

MR ELVSAAS. That could be but they
printed his articles not as public coments.

MS. WLKINSON:  Uh-huh

MR ELVSAAS. They printed his news
articles because we've taken themto task before on our
pr obl ens.

M5. WLKINSON.  Ckay.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You don't have to pay any
nore attention to -- even if he was working for the paper,
I nmean the paper has no nore authority than if he was j ust
a private individual

M5. WLKINSON: Right. And I'mjust saying
he i s one person speaking.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE:  You know, | nean that's
hi s opi ni on.

MR ELVSAAS: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Wl |, any suggesti ons.
Li ke | said, you know a place where you' ve got great
flexibility at that time of the year because they're not
very full, that would be either Cordova, which has airplane
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access, with a regular airplane or -- let's see, we're in
this area, we haven't been in the Kenai area for awhile
ot her than all of those hearings that we had down there.
Devi .

M5. SHARP: How about Cantwell .

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: Boy, that's true we
haven't been to Cantwel | .

MR DEMENTI: W' ve got the accomobdati ons.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: You' ve got the
acconmodations. Now, that's really in the m ddl e of
nowhere, that's up by Denali Park.

MR JOHN: Yeah, let's have it at Cantwel |.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Let's have it at Cantwell
then. |[If that's agreeable with the rest of the Council,
that's sure agreeable with nme. That tinme of the year it
shoul dn't have snow yet, should it.

MR ELVSAAS. W should be able to have a
noose di nner by that time, the season's over

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: It should just be aged
perfectly. Maybe we ought to nmake a ruling that all
Counci| nenbers have to bring sonme kind of good food, fish,
neat or berries so we can sit at the table and eat and
wat ch everybody el se watch us. Ckay, Cantwell, if at al
possi bl e.

M5. WLKINSON.  Ckay.
MR JOHN. Ckay.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: 1st, 2nd and 3rd of
Cct ober .

MR ELVSAAS. And | hope it don't snow.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: And hope it doesn't snow
and if we run into any problens, we got plenty of lead tine
on it.

MR JOHN:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: But | don't see, Cantwell,
of all places, shouldn't have any problens. There should
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be facilities in that area.

MR ELVSAAS. |If the road' s shut down we
can go on the railroad.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Well, | was going to say,
if not, I'"'msure they have facilities on Denali Park. They
nmust have some kind of visitor's cabin stuck out there.

MR JOHN. They got good facilities up at
Cant wel I .

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: They do?

MR JOHN:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN LOHSE: (Okay, that takes care of
time and place of next public neeting. Unless sonebody
el se has sonething further to put on this agenda or if |
forgot sonething that Ann renenbers, in the back of nmy mnd
| feel like I forgot sonething.

M5. WLKINSON: Not in the back of ny m nd.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Ckay. In that case, a
notion for adjournnent is in order

MR JOHN: So noved.
CHAI RVAN LOHSE: |It's been noved, do | hear

a second?

MR DEMENTI: Second.

CHAI RVAN LCHSE: Second. It's been noved
and seconded. Al in favor signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.

CHAI RVAN LOHSE: Mbtion carries. Meeting
is adjourned. W'Ill see you in Cantwell on Cctober 1st.

(END OF PROCEEDI NGS)

*x % % * * *
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